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TERRORISM 


Unleashing a Terrorist 
by William F. Jasper — Why is the U.S. government hiding al-Qaeda 
master terrorist Ali Mohamed? 


From the WTC to OKC 


by Warren Mass — For years, TNA was the only national media organ 
exposing the critical links between the WIC-OKC-9/11 terror attacks. 


FOREIGN POLICY 


Turkish Travails 
by Charles Scaliger — U.S. foreign policy is alienating Turkey. 


JUDICIARY 


Bush and the World Court vs. Texas 
by John F McManus — President Bush is supporting the World 
Court’s effort to exert influence over a Texas state court decision. 


BOOK REVIEW 

Greenspan: In His Own Voice 

by Brian Farmer — Former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan gives readers a glimpse into his personal life and the 
inner workings of the corridors of power in The Age of Turbulence. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 

Misled Into Laboring for Anarchy 

by Mike Telzrow — The Haymarket Affair is a classic example 
of how well-organized agitators cleverly manipulated many well- 
intentioned laborers into committing acts of social demolition. 
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Questions Nuclear Waste 


THE NEW AMERICAN has printed a series of 
articles about energy that end up pointing to 
nuclear power as a viable alternative for the 
future. I want to tell you nuclear energy is 
not the way. As a former employee of SAIC 
and TRW contract companies for the Yucca 
Mountain Project, I opened the records de- 
partment at the Nevada test site for the Yucca 
Mountain Project. Yes, nuclear energy is 
clean, but the waste is a problem. The life of 
this waste is 100,000 years no matter what 
you hear. The canisters that will hold this 
waste will disintegrate in 1,000 years or less, 
so they say, but nobody really knows that for 
sure. So the Department of Energy hopes — 
and I say, hopes — the rock it is stored in 
will contain it for 99,000 years. How can you 
test that scenario? You cannot. Do you see 
the problem? 
VINCENT NAPOLITANI 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


Not a National ID Supporter 


Gary Renner’s letter to the editor (TNA, Oc- 
tober 1) seemingly welcoming National IDs 
and enumerating his view of their benefits 
leaves out some serious basic concerns about 
such IDs. Everyone has seen recent head- 
lines exposing massive security violations 
of major commercial databases that com- 
promised people’s Social Security numbers 
and vital information. Why would anyone 
think that a government National ID data- 
base would be immune to such violation of 
security? 

Recent attempts to allow unbridled immi- 
gration came with promises that background 
checks would be done before granting illegal 
aliens even temporary legal status, yet Immi- 
gration and Customs Enforcement even now 
cannot keep track of the legal immigrants 
and do required background checks. Prom- 
ises of better background checks are hollow 
and would not or could not be done. 

Experience shows us that government da- 
tabases are usually outdated and contain in- 
accurate information that seems impossible 
to correct. In addition, and again looking at 
recent headlines, they seem impossible to 
update to state-of-the-art standards. And just 
who thinks that such an all-encompassing 
collection of data on people will be restricted 
to only those who “need to know”? 

I, for one, reject efforts to create a Nation- 
al ID. Mr. Renner’s 10 reasons to have IDs 
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are based on idealism, not pragmatism. Na- 

tional IDs would not work and should never 
be instituted. 

WAYNE MOSELEY 

Baldwyn, Mississippi 


Semantics and Bad Policy 


The recent article on the misuse of speech 
was excellent (“Torturing the English Lan- 
guage,” September 17). In particular, the au- 
thor did a service in pointing out that “pro- 
choice” really means pro-abortion. 

However, he did fall into a semantic trap in 
describing Iraq and Afghanistan as nations. 

Iraq, long known as Mesopotamia, con- 
tains disparate groups of people whose 
mutual hostility was long held in check by 
the Ottoman Empire, the dismemberment 
of which at the end of the First World War 
resulted in the establishment of a number of 
new states, none of which were really based 
on nationality. Iraq was first established and 
held in check by a brutal British military oc- 
cupation, then made a kingdom under British 
influence. Long after the overthrow of the 
monarchy, Saddam Hussein emerged as a 
new military dictator, not an Islamist by any 
means. His massacres of Kurds and Shiites 
followed the First Gulf War, when our gov- 
ernment encouraged those people to revolt 
and then abandoned them. 

Similar mischief was wrought by Wood- 
row Wilson in the establishment of Yugo- 
slavia, an expansion of a Serbian kingdom 
that included as new subjects the Croats and 
Slovenes, which broke apart after the death 
of the communist tyrant, Tito. 

Africa is full of artificial states left by 
the former colonial powers. Sudan is not a 
nation but a region in which Arab Muslims 
have for years been persecuting, murdering, 
and enslaving blacks, many of whom are 
Christian. 

The United States has caused great harm 
by its nation-building efforts. It is time we 
got out of that business for once and for all. 
This includes nation-destroying campaigns 
such as we are considering in Iran. 

JUAN J. RYAN 
New Providence, New Jersey 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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The Senate Judiciary Committee on November 6 approved the 
nomination of Michael Mukasey as attorney general, despite his 
refusal to condemn harsh interrogation techniques such as wa- 
terboarding as torture. The vote was 11 to 8, with two of the 
committee’s Democrats — Dianne Feinstein (Calif.) and Charles 
Schumer (N.Y.) — joining all of the committee’s Republicans in 
support of President’s Bush’s nominee for attorney general. 

Mukasey, a retired federal judge, was asked during his con- 
firmation hearings if waterboarding and other harsh interroga- 
tion techniques reportedly practiced by the CIA against terrorism 
suspects constituted torture. He would not answer the question, 
though he did acknowledge that torture was unconstitutional. He 
later sent a letter to senators calling waterboarding “repugnant” 
but adding that he could not judge its legality until given access 
to classified information about interrogation techniques. 

One does not need access to classified information, however, to 
know that waterboarding is torture. Former U.S. Navy instructor 
Malcolm Nance, who trained U.S. forces to resist harsh interroga- 
tion techniques including waterboarding, wrote on the Small Wars 
Journal blog that waterboarding is torture “without doubt.” Though 
waterboarding is often described as simulated drowning, Nance 
points out that it is “not a simulation” and that in waterboarding 
“the lungs are actually filling with water.’ He explains: “A team 
doctor watches the quantity of water that is ingested and for the 


Mukasey, Waterboarding, and Torture 


physiological signs 
which show when the 
drowning effect goes 
from painful psycho- 
logical experience, 
to horrific suffocat- 
ing punishment to the 
final death spiral.” 
Nance continues: 
“Waterboarding is 
slow motion suffo- 
cation with enough 
time to contemplate 
the inevitability of 
black out and expi- 


ration — usually the a Michael 
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For the uninitiated, it 
is horrifying to watch and if it goes wrong, it can lead straight to 
terminal hypoxia. When done right it is controlled death.” 

If Mukasey cannot figure out that this is a form of torture that 
should never be practiced by a free society, then he should not be 
attorney general of the United States. 


House Passes “Thought Crimes” Act 


On October 23, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 1955, 
the “Violent Radicalization and Homegrown Terrorism Preven- 
tion Act of 2007,” by a landslide vote of 404 to 6. The bill has 
been referred to the Senate, where it awaits scrutiny from the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. 

According to supporters, the measure will play an impor- 
tant role in helping government and law-enforcement officials 
understand and prevent domestic terrorism. In a speech on the 
House floor advocating passage of the bill, Rep. Jane Harman 
(D-Calif.) — the coauthor and initial sponsor of the measure 
— warned that the next time the United States faces a terrorist 
threat, “my assumption is that many who attack us will already 
be here, and some will be US citizens.” To prevent that attack, 
she said, the new “legislation will help the nation develop a 
better understanding of the forces that lead to homegrown ter- 
rorism, and the steps we can take to stop it.” 

Critics of the measure argue that it is a thinly veiled and dan- 
gerous attempt to criminalize dissent. Such concern is based on 
the bill’s vague and open-ended language that, critics say, could 
be used by the government to trample basic rights to free speech 
and assembly and turn legitimate dissent into thought crimes. 

The legislation, for instance, defines “violent radicalization’ 
as “the process of adopting or promoting an extremist belief sys- 
tem for the purpose of facilitating ideologically based violence 
to advance political, religious, or social change.” The bill makes 
no attempt to define what an “extremist belief system” might be. 
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Nor does it define the action of “facilitating ideologically based 
violence.” 

In its section on key findings related to homegrown terrorism, 
the measure gives lip service to constitutionally guaranteed rights, 
but also singles out the Internet and its open market for the flow of 
ideas and information as part of the problem. According to the mea- 
sure, “The Internet has aided in facilitating violent radicalization, 
ideologically based violence, and the homegrown terrorism pro- 
cess in the United States by providing access to broad and constant 
streams of terrorist-related propaganda to United States citizens.” 


Jane Harman 
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Moscow, Beijing Deepen Ties, Sign Nuke Energy Pact 


Russian President Vladimir Putin welcomed Communist China’s 
Prime Minister Wen Jiabao to the Kremlin on November 5 and said 
he hopes for further close cooperation with China. Referring to the 
recently concluded 17th Communist Party Congress, Putin said, 
“T congratulate you on the success of 
the Communist Party Congress and I 
want to send my best regards to our 
friend, newly elected President Hu 
Jintao.” The Party Congress, which 
meets only once every five years to 
set China’s course for the next five- 
year plan, took place in October amid 
a crackdown that saw a marked na- 
tionwide increase in beating and jail- 
ing religious and political dissidents 
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Wen Jiabao and 
Vladimir Putin 


and in government repression of Internet expression. 

On November 6, Wen Jiabao took part in a ceremony closing 
the “Year of China in Russia” and met his Russian counterpart, 
Prime Minister Viktor Zubkov, to sign a multi-billion dollar 
package of 10 inter-governmental 
and commercial agreements in 
such areas as nuclear-power engi- 
neering, oil and gas pipelines, sci- 
ence and technology, and banking. 
A centerpiece of the meeting is the 
agreement on joint Sino-Russian 
cooperation on the second phase 
of China’s Tianwan Nuclear Power 
Plant and uranium enrichment fac- 
tories in Jiangsu. 
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U.S., China Seek Closer Military Ties, Agree on Taiwan 


While Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jia- 
bao was in Moscow meeting with Vladi- 
mir Putin, U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates was in Beijing meeting 
with his counterpart, Chinese Defense 
Minister and People’s Liberation Army 
General Cao Gangchuan. He also met 
with Chinese President Hu Jintao. 

Secretary Gates said on November 
5 in Beijing that he and Gen. Cao had 
“reached broad consensus” and had 
“discussed ways to build on positive 
momentum in our defense relations.” 
They agreed, he said, to set up a direct telephone “hot line,” as 
well as to increase exchanges between their defense establish- 
ments, military schools and young officers, and to hold joint hu- 
manitarian and disaster relief exercises. 

However, Gates made little progress on issues such as U.S. 
calls for Beijing to lift the veil of secrecy that shrouds details 


Robert 
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of its spending on the People’s Libera- 
tion Army. He also failed to win any new 
insights into China’s surprise test of an 
anti-satellite weapon in January. 

On another thorny issue, the Chinese 
press reported that Gates assured Hu 
“the US government is opposed to any 
move by Taiwan authorities toward in- 
dependence.” 

Taiwan leader Chen Shui-bian is 
pushing for a referendum next year on 
UN membership in the name of Taiwan, 
which Beijing considers as a move to- 
ward de jure independence. General Cao did not mince words 
about the PLA’s intention to use military force to prevent such a 
move. “The Chinese government will act in accordance with the 
‘Anti-Secession’ Law to take any necessary actions to maintain 
the unification of the country and safeguard peace and stability 
in the Taiwan Straits [sic],” he said. 


Law of the Sea Treaty Approved by Senate Committee 


The Senate Foreign Relations Committee approved the ratifica- 
tion of the Law of the Sea Treaty (LOST) on October 31, 2007, 
by a vote of 17-4. The treaty, which is now a quarter of a century 
old, was first opened for signatures in 1982 but was opposed by 
President Ronald Reagan. In 2004, the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee unanimously supported the treaty, but it never was 
presented to the full Senate for a floor vote. 

LOST entered into force in 1994 and has been ratified by 153 
countries. The treaty gives the UN complete jurisdiction over the 
oceans, including the ocean floor with all its resources, along 
with the power to regulate 70 percent of the world’s surface. 


Opponents of the Law of the Sea Treaty fear that the United 
States would relinquish sovereignty to the United Nations if it is 
signed into law. Senator Norm Coleman (R-Minn.), a member 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, said that he voted 
against LOST because it would “allow international tribunals to 
impose judgments on actions taken by the U.S. Navy.” 

A two-thirds majority vote is needed in the Senate to approve 
the ratification of LOST. It is very likely that a final vote on the 
treaty will happen prior to the end of this year. Visit http://www. 
capwiz.com/jbs/issues/alert/?alertid=10497636 to urge the Sen- 
ate to oppose the ratification of LOST. 
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Students Protest Being Defenseless 


If you’re a crazed lunatic who wishes to die in a lake of blood 
so that the news media will give you a memorable send-off, it 
is easy to do. You find a target-rich environment with the most 
defenseless victims available to make sure that you kill lots of 
helpless people before you can be stopped. The result: the numer- 
ous school killings around the world. 

No one at most schools can fight back because they are in gun- 
free zones. Those who have died as a result have run the gamut 
from elementary school kids to college kids. After the Virginia 
Tech shooting, where 32 innocent victims were killed, a move- 
ment arose on college campuses to overturn rules mandating that 
everyone on campuses be unarmed. Students for Concealed Carry 


Dollar Plunge Leads Supermodel to 


Supermodel Gisele Bundchen doesn’t work for pennies. Literally. 
The Brazilian model, who rakes in a fairy princess-like $30 mil- 
lion per year, has informed prospec- 
tive employers that she will no lon- 
ger take payment for her services in 
the form of U.S. dollars. For Bund- 
chen, it is strictly euros, please. 

The reason? The falling dollar. 
“Contracts starting now are more 
attractive in euros because we don’t 
know what will happen to the dol- 
lar,’ Patricia Bundchen, the model’s 
manager and sister, told Bloomberg 
news. Bundchen joins others who 
are fleeing the falling dollar. “Like 
billionaire investors Warren Buffett 
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on Campus, which now claims 5,000 members, held a protest to 
bring attention to their cause. At colleges across the country from 
October 22-27, students carried empty holsters to class. 

Anti-gunners ridiculed the idea of guns on campus, saying 
that guns didn’t mix well with drunken, irresponsible college 
students. Their point was that colleges would be less safe, not 
more safe. However, the anti-gunners ignore the fact that states 
that allow the concealed carry of handguns also often have strict 
penalties for being under the influence of alcohol while carrying. 
They also ignore the fact that Utah has allowed concealed carry 
on campus for over a year without incident. So does Israel, and 
the prophesied bloodbaths have not occurred. 


Demand Euros 


and Bill Gross, the Brazilian supermodel, who Forbes magazine 
says earns more than anyone in her industry, is at the top of a 
growing list of rich people who have 
concluded that the currency can only 
depreciate,’ Bloomberg reported. 

The value of the dollar has fallen 
as the number of dollars available in 
the market has risen as a result of a 
Federal Reserve policy that seeks to 
keep the economy on track, essen- 
tially, by printing money. The result 
has been a startling decline in the 
value of the dollar in recent years. 
According to Bloomberg, the dol- 
lar has lost 34 percent of its value 
since 2001. 


Mortgage Bubble Getting Worse 


An “emergency board meeting” on November 4 placed former 
Clinton administration Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin atop a 
massive and unstable bubble of epic proportions as Citigroup’s 
new chairman. Ironically, it is a bubble that he helped to create. 
Huge banking conglomerate Citigroup announced the removal 
of former CEO Charles Prince and indicated that it will write off 
between $8 billion and $11 billion to reflect the declining value 
of subprime-mortgage-related securities. 

Reflecting this same influence, housing giant Beazer Homes, 
Inc. recently accepted an SEC and creditor-negotiated “settle- 
ment” agreement, approaching Chapter 11 bankruptcy arrange- 
ments to keep the company from defaulting on $1.4 billion in 
debt. As Beazer, a multi-billion dollar housing company, en- 
ters free-fall, defaulting on loans it acquired to cover previous 
problems, “Beazer has said that if it is forced to repay its debt 
all at once, it would cause ‘irreparable harm’ to the company,” 
Forbes.com reported. 
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At the same time, mortgage giant Countrywide scrambles 
to meet obligations and cover losses. Countrywide’s income 
declined from $722.2 million to $485.5 million due to defaults 
from sub-prime or questionably qualified home buyers to whom 
it has extended loans. Defaults increase geometrically as Fed- 
eral Reserve-generated low-interest loans on first, second, and 
even third mortgages come due, and as homeowners borrow 
against shrinking equity on slowly changing income and in- 
creased living costs. 
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Border Security Still Failing; 20,000 Sneak In During Audit 


U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers failed to stop 
roughly 1 in 10 illegal immigrants and serious drug and weap- 
ons violators from entering the United States through airports 
and official land border crossings last year, according to a report 
released on November 5 by the General Accountability Office 
(GAO), Congress’ auditing arm. 

While screeners at ports of entry turned back more than 200,000 
foreigners in 2006, random audits indicate that they missed an- 
other 20,000 violators, according to the GAO. 

Responding to the report, Homeland Security Secretary Michael 


Chertoff vowed that his department will stiffen security at the na- 
tion’s ports of entry. During a news conference covering a range 
of border security initiatives, Chertoff said Customs and Border 
Protection will end the days of “waving people through [check- 
points] with a nod and a wink.” However, the administration still 
has shown little commitment to changing the serious deficiencies 
on our borders. The GAO report cited problems with insufficient 
staffing, officer morale, fatigue, lack of backup, and officer safety 
concerns. A CBP study this summer concluded the agency needs 
1,600 to 4,000 more officers at land, air, and sea ports. 


Illegal Immigrants to Get Driver’s Licenses in New York 


New York Governor Eliot Spitzer is going forward with his plan 
to allow driver’s licenses for illegal immigrants, but the plan has 
undergone several transformations since first being proposed. New 
York is the fourth state to reach an agreement on federally approved 
“secure licenses,” following Arizona, Vermont, and Washington. 
The original Spitzer plan, praised by self-described immigrants’ 
rights groups — but highly 
criticized by New Yorkers 
opposed to giving any legal 
recognition at all to illegal 
immigrants — would have 
simply turned a blind eye 
to the immigration status of 
anyone applying for a New 
York driver’s license. 
Spitzer said that his re- 
vised, three-tier license 
plan, announced on Octo- 
ber 27, “will usher in the 
most secure licensing sys- 
tem in the nation.” But the 
Rochester Democrat and 
Chronicle reported the next 
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day that “others, including Monroe County Clerk Chery] Dinolfo, 
say the new plan is ‘window dressing’ and rewards people who 
have broken the law.” 

Under the latest plan, New York will issue an “enhanced driv- 
er’s license” that will also serve as a passport for those who drive 
to and from Canada. It will comply with new federal border- 
crossing requirements. 

A second category of the 
license will meet new fed- 
eral standards of the Real 
ID Act. Supporters of that 
law, which will effectively 
create a national ID card, 
purport that it will make it 
much harder for illegal im- 
migrants or would-be ter- 
rorists to obtain licenses. 

A third license will be 
available to illegal immi- 
grants. Spitzer has defend- 
ed this policy by claiming 
it will bring illegals “out of 
the shadows.” 


Oklahoma’s Illegal Immigration Law: When Congress Fails to Act 


On November 1, a new illegal alien bill became law in Okla- 
homa, and it is one of the toughest in the country. The Oklahoma 
Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act of 2007 helps to keep il- 
legal aliens from receiving public assistance by requiring proof 
of citizenship or a valid visa before being able to get government 
identification, such as a driver’s license. Those charged with a 
felony or with driving under the influence will have their citizen- 
ship verified, or the U.S. Department of Homeland Security will 
be notified. The law also makes it illegal to transport or harbor 
illegal immigrants. Public employers and their subcontractors 
have to register into a Basic Pilot Program to verify the work 
authorization status of all new employees. 
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Clark Curry, a resident of Oklahoma and local leader of the 
John Birch Society, delivered to the governor’s office nearly 
2,700 signed petitions he had collected at the 2006 Oklahoma 
State Fair in support of “no amnesty.” He thanked the aides for 
the governor’s support. 

“While there are those that claim we cannot deport all the il- 
legal aliens,” Curry said, “it’s clear to the state of Oklahoma that 
we won't be catering to their needs any longer and in the resulting 
environment, they will merely deport themselves.” 

According to local news reports, many illegal aliens residing 
in Oklahoma may be heading to more “friendly” states, including 
Arkansas and Texas. 
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QUICKQUOTES 


Senator Tries to Cut Funding as Amtrak Continues to Lose Money 
“How much money should the taxpayers be asked to spend on a business 
that is losing money?” 

Attempting to add an amendment to cut Amtrak’s subsidy by $10 billion 
over six years, Senator John Sununu (R-N.H.) saw his measure fail by 
a wide margin. 


Reporter Thinks United States Is Catching Up to Ron Paul 

“Rip Van Winkle slept for 20 years and woke to find the world had 
passed him by. Rep. Ron Paul woke up one morning recently to find that 
perhaps America has caught up with him.” 

Reporting for the Associated Press, national affairs writer Tom Curry traveled around Iowa with the 
Texas Republican and found large audiences and enthusiastic support for the underdog candidate. 
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Director of National Intelligence Reveals Budget, Not Activities 
“Such disclosures could harm national security.” 

Announcing that the United States spent $43 billion on intelligence for the 
last fiscal year (not counting separate military intelligence operations), 
Director of National Intelligence Mike McConnell stated that no addi- 
tional information would be forthcoming about the activities of the CIA 
and other intelligence agencies included in the budget. 


Senator Clinton Pointedly Combats the Male-only Club 

“In so many ways, this all-women’s college prepared me to compete in 

Mike the all-boys’ club of presidential politics.” 

McConnell m= = Speaking at Wellesley College, her alma mater, Hillary Clinton rejoiced 
. at being able to address its all-female student body. 
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Vicente Fox’s Book Admits Long Existence of Plan for a North American Union 

“T proposed a ‘NAFTA Plus’ plan to President Bush and Prime Minister Jean Chretien to move us toward 
a single continental economic union, modeled on the European example.” 

The above statement written by former Mexican President Vicente Fox appears on page 101 in his re- 
cently released book Revolution of Hope. He made this proposal before Mr. Chretien’s departure from 
office as Canada’s leader in 2003. 


Colorado Congressman Won’t Run for Reelection 

“The [immigration] issue now has a life of its own and it doesn’t need one person to champion it. I feel 
my job, my task, has been completed.” 

U.S. Representative Tom Tancredo (R-Colo.) is still running for president but has decided he’s had 
enough of service in Congress. 


Ambassador Praises Controversial Blackwater Guards 

“Those guys guard my back. And I have to say they do it extremely 
well. I continue to have high regard for the individuals who work for 
Blackwater, as I do for the other security contractors.” 

Even as he acknowledged deep concern about the killing of Iraqi ci- 
vilians blamed on Blackwater personnel, Ambassador Ryan Crocker 
saluted the efforts of the men employed by the North Carolina-based 
organization. 


Crocker 
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New Louisiana Governor Pledges to Clean Up Corruption 

“T think we’re setting the bar too low when we say, “Look, isn’t it great we haven’t had a statewide of- 
ficial go to jail recently.’” 

Republican Bobby Jindal will be the nation’s first Indian-American governor when he takes office 
in January. He defeated 11 other candidates in the October primary and his clear majority meant he 


did not have to compete in a run-off election. @ 
— COMPILED BY JOHN F. McCMaANus 
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Is the SO veniiieht planning to release him, or has it done s so o aendyiee 


by William F. Jasper 


BI Special Agent Jack Cloonan, 
H a lead investigator in the bureau’s 
“bin Laden Unit,” was in Yemen on 
September 11, 2001 when airliners began 


crashing into the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon. As soon as he could get a 


flight, Cloonan flew back to New York. 
His first order of business upon his re- 
turn was to go see a very special inmate 
who was being held in the secret section 
of a federal prison. The prisoner was Ali 
Mohamed, who, for at least a decade and 
a half, had been Osama bin Laden and 
Ayman al-Zawahiri’s top spy inside the 
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U.S. government. 

Cloonan had reason to believe Ali Mo- 
hamed could provide details about the 9/11 
terror attacks. “I walked in and I had him 
pulled out,’ Cloonan told Peter Lance, au- 
thor of Triple Cross, the explosive exposé 
of Ali Mohamed and the federal agencies 
and officials who covered up his lethal 
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penetration of our top national security 
institutions. “I said, “How’d they do it?’ 
and he wrote the whole thing out — the 
attack, as if he knew every detail of it,” 
Cloonan recounted. 

Ali Mohamed did know every detail of 
the operation because for many years, in 
addition to being al-Qaeda’s chief mole in 
the U.S. military and intelligence circles, 
he was also al-Qaeda’s chief instructor in 
terror tactics. Agent Cloonan continued 
explaining Ali Mohamed’s 9/11 prison 
admission: 


He [had] conducted training for al 
Qaeda on how to hijack a plane. He 
ran practical exercises in Pakistan and 
he said, “This is how you get a box 
cutter on board. You take the knife, 
you remove the blade and you wrap 
it in [word blacked out] and put it in 
your carry-on luggage.” They’d read 
the FAA regulations. They knew four 
inches wouldn’t go through. “This is 
how you position yourself,” he said. 
“I taught people how to sit in 
first class. You sit here and some 

sit here.’ He wrote the whole 
thing out. 


Did Ali Mohamed know each of the 
hijackers and the precise date, time, 
and flight numbers of the airliners 
used in the 9/11 attacks? That is not 
likely, since he had been in federal 
custody since September 10, 1998 
— almost three years to the day 
prior to the 9/11 attacks. Neverthe- 
less, it boggles the mind that the 
FBI’s bin Laden Unit, the outfit 
claiming the greatest expertise on 
the world’s “most wanted terrorist,” 
could have failed to have asked the 
talkative and boastful Ali Mohamed 
the logical leading questions that 
would have drawn out the hijacking 
details before they were employed 
in the 9/11 plot. This failure is all 
the more mind-boggling when one 
realizes that U.S. officials had re- 
ceived repeated prior warnings of 
al-Qaeda plans to use airliners as 
missiles, and that the World Trade 
Center, the Pentagon, and the White 
House had been specifically named 
as targets. 

Of course, in the aftermath of 
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9/11, U.S. officials claimed 
otherwise. In May 2002, Con- 
doleezza Rice, then President 
Bush’s national security adviser, 
uttered the excuse that would be 
repeated as a mantra by other 
officials in the weeks and years 
to come. “I don’t think that any- 
body could have predicted that 
these ... people would take an 
airplane and slam it into the 
World Trade Center ... that they 
would try to use an airplane as a 
missile,” she said. 

That assertion was patently false, as 
Condoleezza Rice and top officials of the 
FBI, CIA, and Defense and Justice De- 
partments knew full well. First of all, they 
had in their possession the laptop of Ramzi 
Yousef, the mastermind of the 1993 World 
Trade Center bombing. Yousef, who had 
escaped the United States after the WTC 
bombing, had left the computer behind 
in his Manila apartment in 1995 when 
his bomb-making materials caught on 


AP Images 


Ali Mohamed is the key to many of the 
nagging questions about our nation’s 
security lapses with regard to terrorist 
threats. And for the past several years, 
the federal government has been going 
to incredible lengths to cover up all 
information about Ali Mohamed. Why? 


fire, forcing him to flee the Philippines. 
The entire airliners-as-missiles hijacking 
scheme was on his laptop, as noted by the 
Philippines National Police (PNP) when 
they turned over the computer to U.S. au- 
thorities in 1995. And a 1995 FBI memo on 
Ramzi Yousef notes that Yousef was plan- 
ning to use airliners in the United States 
and had asked his associates “‘to identify 
possible targets.’ The same FBI memo 
also states that Yousef had asked co-con- 
spirator Abdul Hakim Murad “while he 


Ali Mohamed 


Terror continuum: Police and emergency vehicles gather outside the New York World Trade Center 
twin towers after the 1993 bombing (above left) that killed six and injured over 1,000. The WTC twin 
towers as they collapse (right) on September 11, 2001. Bin Laden’s spy master/terrorist in America, 
Ali Mohamed, is the key link between these and other deadly terror attacks. 
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Courtesy of Peter Lance 
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TERRORISM 


The most amazing thing about Ali 


Mohamed’s story is that he carried out his 
audacious, deadly role as globe-trotting 
spy master/terrorist while working with, 
and inside, the very U.S. government 
organizations that are supposed to be 


protecting us from the likes of him. 


[Murad] was in the U.S. for pilot training, 
to choose an appropriate site for an attack. 
Murad chose the WTC building.” 

Murad, who had been arrested at the 
time of the Manila apartment fire, had 
given up more details of the 9/11 hijack- 
ing plot during questioning by PNP Col. 
Rodolfo Mendoza. Murad, who was a 
member of al-Qaeda’s Filipino terrorist 
offshoot group, Abu Sayyef, revealed that 
in addition to the WTC, Pentagon, CIA, 
and White House, the plan also targeted 
the Transamerica Tower in San Francisco, 
the Sears Tower in Chicago, and a nuclear 
power plant. Besides Col. Mendoza, other 


Philippine officials involved 
with the case, such as Gen. 
Avelino Razon and Senior 
Inspector Aida Fariscal, 
have publicly insisted that 
they fully informed the FBI 
and CIA about the hijacking 
plans and the details Murad 
had provided about the hi- 
jackers taking pilot lessons 
in the United States. 


Inexplicable “Ineptitude” 
Those warnings from the Philippines came 
six years before 9/11. Additionally, U.S. 
authorities had multiple three-alarm warn- 
ings in the days and weeks preceding the 
September 11, 2001, attacks. The arrest 
of al-Qaeda’s would-be hijacker Zacarias 
Moussaoui in August at a Minnesota flight 
school by alert FBI Special Agent Harry 
Samit was one of those screamingly ob- 
vious clues that could have been used to 
prevent the impending attacks. FBI offi- 
cials did everything possible to turn Mous- 
saoui loose, and would have, except for 
the tenacity of agents Samit and Colleen 
Rowley. 


At the time of the 9/11 attacks, U.S. of- 
ficials not only had the complete airliners- 
as-missiles plot, as detailed on Yousef’s 
computer and in Murad’s confession, but 
they also had both Yousef and Murad in 
custody. They knew from prison informant 
Gregory Scarpa, Jr. that Yousef was still 
obsessed with completing his job of de- 
stroying the World Trade Center. And they 
knew that while in prison Yousef was in 
contact with his uncle, Khalid Sheik Mo- 
hammed, who would later become known 
as the “mastermind” of the 9/11 plot. 

But even more important than Ramzi 
Yousef, the top U.S. officials tasked with 
protecting our country against terrorist at- 
tacks had in their custody Ali Mohamed, 
the man who tied together the first WTC 
bombing in 1993 with the 9/11 attacks. It 
was Ali Mohamed who trained the al-Qae- 
da terrorists that assisted Ramzi Yousef in 
the 1993 World Trade Center bombing. Ali 
Mohamed was a central actor in major ter- 
rorist events of the 1980s and ’90s. He is 
the key to many of the nagging questions 
about our nation’s repeated, spectacular, 
inexplicable security lapses with regard to 
terrorist threats. And for the past several 

years, the federal government has 
been going to incredible lengths to 


9/11 hero: FBI Special Agent Harry Samit testifies in the trial of confessed al-Qaeda plotter Zacarias 
Moussaoui. Samit, who arrested Moussaoui, said he warned his bosses about 70 times before 9/11 
that Moussaoui had intended to hijack an airliner. After repeatedly fighting efforts of FBI superiors to 
release Moussaoui, Samit accused FBI higher-ups of “criminal negligence.” 


cover up all information about Ali 
Mohamed. Why? 


Working Within U.S. Agencies 
For more than a decade and half 
— from the early 1980s to the late 
1990s — Ali Abdelsaoud Mohamed 
served Osama bin Laden and Ayman 
al-Zawahiri as one of their highest (if 
not the highest) al-Qaeda operatives 
in the United States. During that same 
time period, Ali Mohamed traveled 
to Afghanistan, Pakistan, Sudan, and 
other parts of the world to provide 
al-Qaeda with top-level intelligence, 
plan terrorist events, set up liaison 
with the Hezbollah terrorist orga- 
nization, assist in fundraising, and 
train al-Qaeda terrorists — includ- 
ing bin Laden’s personal bodyguards 
and even bin Laden himself. U.S. At- 
torney Patrick Fitzgerald, prosecutor 
of some of the biggest terrorist and 
organized-crime cases, once said of 
him: “This is the most dangerous 
man I’ve ever met.” 

The most amazing thing about Ali 
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Mohamed’s story is that he carried out his 
audacious, deadly role as globe-trotting 
spy master/terrorist while working with, 
and inside, the very U.S. government or- 
ganizations that are supposed to be pro- 
tecting us from the likes of him: the CIA, 
the U.S. Army Special Forces, the FBI, 
and the Justice Department. And he car- 
ried out this long-running ruse in spite of 
numerous tip-offs from foreign govern- 
ments and warnings from alert personnel 
within our own agencies. 

Since his arrest in 1998, Ali Mohamed 
has been hidden away in a federal “wit- 
ness protection” program, with most of his 
court records sealed. As Benjamin Weiser 
of the New York Times put it, Ali Mohamed 


EXPOSING 


by William F. Jasper 


( : ertainly, one of the exposé salvos most feared by those in 
officialdom with something to hide in this matter is the Oc- 
tober release of the new, updated edition of Triple Cross, 

the best-seller by five-time Emmy Award-winning investigative re- 

porter Peter Lance. The full title of the book is Triple Cross: How bin 

Laden’s Master Spy Penetrated the CIA, the Green Berets, and the 

FBI — and Why Patrick Fitzgerald Failed to Stop Him. 

The first edition of Lance’s 600-page Triple Cross, published in 
September 2006, was the first full-treatment exposé of the incred- 
ible story of Osama bin Laden’s top operative in the United States, 
Ali Mohamed. With brilliant detective work, cogent analysis, and 
masterful storytelling, Lance presented a 
page-turner of shocking and previously 
unpublished documents, interviews, and 
information detailing Ali Mohamed’s pen- 
etration of our top military, intelligence, 
and law enforcement agencies and the 
Egyptian’s key roles in: the 1993 World 
Trade Center bombing; the 1993 New York 
“Day of Terror” plot involving blind Sheik 
Omar Abdul Rahman; the 1993 “Black 
Hawk Down” incident in Mogadishu, So- 
malia; the foiled 1994 Bojinka plot to blow 
up 11 airliners; the 1998 bombings of the 
U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania; and 
the 2001 9/11 attacks. 

Although Lance’s book broke ground 
with important new information, its larger 
value lay in his assimilation and presen- 
tation in a single coherent volume, of a 
daunting myriad of facts and data that had 


Peter Lance 


Paul Wellman 
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Rescue workers remove bodies after the 1998 U.S. embassy bombing in Kenya, which killed 
107 and injured more than 2,200. Ali Mohamed scouted and planned the attack and personally 
delivered surveillance photos of the embassy to Osama bin Laden. 


THE FACTS 
ABOUT ALI MOHAMED 


previously been scattered over numerous articles and Internet re- 
search sites. 

While information, misinformation, and disinformation on Ali 
Mohamed has been coming into the public domain over the past 
several years, Peter Lance has performed yeoman service in pains- 
takingly sorting, vetting and collating it. A former correspondent for 
ABC News, Mr. Lance is also the author of two additional blockbust- 
er books on terrorism and the 9/11 attacks: CoverUp and 1,000 Years 
for Revenge. His books and his Internet website, www.peterlance 
.com, have been indispensable sources for anyone seeking to make 
sense of the indefensible chain of intelligence failures that allowed al- 
Qaeda to strike a series of massive deadly blows against America. 

J.M. Berger’s Intelwire.com website is also a treasure trove of 
information on Ali Mohamed and other re- 
lated intelligence matters concerning 9/11. 
Through Freedom of Information Act re- 
quests and other means, Mr. Berger has 
acquired an enormous collection of crucial 
government documents that are now avail- 
able on his website. In addition, he pub- 
lishes source books that are invaluable for 
walking serious researchers through the 
otherwise bewildering morass of data and 
explaining the significance of various docu- 
ments, quotes, facts, and factoids. Another 
vital resource in unraveling the Ali Mo- 
hamed enigma is the work of Paul Thomp- 
son and the folks at cooperativeresearch. 
org, whose mammoth research project, the 
“Complete 9/11 Timeline,” provides online 
access to a wealth of critically important 
public source documents, articles, photos, 
analysis, and perspective. Hl 
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Betrayed from within: A U.S. Special Forces unit searches for 
al-Qaeda in Afghanistan. While serving at Ft. Bragg, Ali Mohamed 
was able to steal top-secret documents revealing the locations of 


Special Forces units. 


has been buried “under a cloak of secrecy 
rarely seen in the public courts.” 

Incredibly, in spite of his central role 
in a global terror wave that has taken 
thousands of lives, Mohamed cut a plea 
deal in 2000 that would possibly set him 
free on “supervised release” within five 
years! Quite possibly, he has already been 
released. 


Coming to America 

Ali Mohamed first showed up on the 
radar in 1981 as a 29-year-old Egyptian 
Army Special Forces officer who was at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, training with 
U.S. Special Forces. He was at Fort Bragg 
when fellow Egyptian soldiers who were 
members of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad 
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(EIJ) terror group as- 
sassinated Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat. 
Mohamed _ stunned 
American soldiers by 
expressing approval of 
the assassination. 

In 1984, Mohamed 
was discharged from 
the Egyptian Army 
for his radical Isla- 
mist views. He soon 
began conducting intel- 
ligence operations for 
EIJ founder Ayman al- 
Zawahiri. Al-Zawahiri, 
who would later join his 
EIJ to Osama bin Lad- 
en’s al-Qaeda, tasked 
Ali Mohamed with try- 
ing to infiltrate the CIA. 
Mohamed offered his 
services to the CIA’s 
Cairo office. In spite 
of warnings from the 
Egyptian government 
about his Islamic Jihad 
ties, the CIA headquar- 
ters in Langley, Virginia, 
approved taking him on 
as an asset to infiltrate a 
Hezbollah ring in Ham- 
burg, Germany. When 
it became evident that 
Ali Mohamed was actu- 
ally in cahoots with the 
Hamburg Hezbollah cell 
and was “playing” the 
CIA, the agency claimed 
to have dismissed him. Ali Mohamed also 
reportedly was put on the State Depart- 
ment’s Watch List at that time to prevent 
his reentry into the United States. 

Nevertheless, the following year, in 
1985, Mohamed easily entered the United 
States on a commercial flight, unhindered 
by the Watch List status. This was the be- 
ginning of what would become a long list 
of troubling “anomalies” lending support 
to speculation that Ali Mohamed is a “‘pro- 
tected” asset of the CIA or another U.S. in- 
telligence agency. Time and again invisible 
hands seemed to intervene to allow him to 
continue his deadly course of penetrating 
our nation’s vital organs. While many U.S. 
officials and journalists attribute Ali Mo- 
hamed’s incredible successes to audacity, 
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intelligence, and steel nerves on his part, 
and stunning ineptitude on the part of U.S. 
intelligence agencies, other observers have 
rightfully noted that the succession of FBI, 
CIA, and Defense Department “failures” 
regarding Mohamed is so extensive and 
outrageous as to defy probability. 

Ali Mohamed did not waste any time. 
During his 1985 flight into the United 
States, he charmed his way into the good 
graces of a passenger, a California woman, 
whom he soon married, setting him on the 
road to obtaining U.S. citizenship. In 1986, 
Mohamed enlisted in the U.S. Army and 
was transferred to Ft. Bragg’s JFK Spe- 
cial Warfare Center. Over the next several 
years, he stole many top-secret documents, 
including weapons manuals and bomb- 
making manuals. He translated them into 
Arabic, thus turning America’s most secret 
Special Forces manuals into deadly hand- 
books for al-Qaeda. One top-secret docu- 
ment he apparently obtained at Ft. Bragg 
was a Joint Chiefs of Staff memo contain- 
ing the locations of all Special Forces and 
Navy SEAL units worldwide. Now, that 
is information that obviously would be of 
great value to Osama bin Laden, and just 
as obviously of deadly consequence to our 
commandos who might be hunting him. 

In 1988, a telling incident occurred that 
fortifies suspicions of Ali Mohamed’s 
protected status. Mohamed arrogantly an- 
nounced that he was going to Afghanistan 
to train Islamic Mujahedeen. His com- 
mander at Ft. Bragg, Lt. Col. Robert An- 
derson, refused permission and directly 
ordered him not to go. Defying Army 
regulations and Lt. Col. Anderson’s di- 
rect order, Mohamed went anyway. When 
he returned from Afghanistan, Mohamed 
smugly taunted Anderson, who requested 
that he be court-martialed. “It’s pretty 
much unthinkable that an American sol- 
dier would go unpunished after fighting 
in a foreign war,” Anderson later said. 
But even though Anderson tried repeat- 
edly to get action, Mohamed was never 
prosecuted. This sent an unmistakable 
signal that Mohamed was operating under 
protection of higher authorities. Lt. Col. 
Anderson thinks it was the FBI. “I believe 
that there was an agent that controlled Ali 
Mohamed’s actions,” Anderson later said. 
“T can’t prove that, but I believe it.” 

Ali Mohamed’s activities the following 
year would provide plenty of substantia- 


— = — ae 


Sa ae eo — I 
THE NEW AMERICAN * NOVEMBER 26,2007 


tion for Anderson’s suspicions. In 1989, 
Mohamed made a series of trips from Ft. 
Bragg to New York to train the al-Qaeda 
cell members who would later be con- 
victed in the 1993 World Trade Center 
bombing and the foiled Day of Terror 
Plot later that year to blow up multiple 
New York City targets. Incredibly, an FBI 
team was monitoring the training and ac- 
tually filmed Mohamed’s trainees firing 
thousands of rounds from illegal AK-47 
automatic weapons at a firing range on 
Long Island. But neither Mohamed nor 
his trainees were arrested, and no alarm 
was sounded. 

In 1990, another major security fail- 
ure “coincidence” occurred: Omar Abdul 
Rahman, the Egyptian “Blind Sheik,” was 
allowed into the United States, despite 
being on the State Department’s Watch 
List because of his radical beliefs and 
terror connections. As in the case of Ali 
Mohamed, the evidence suggests Sheik 
Rahman circumvented the Watch List 
roadblock thanks to a CIA-approved visa. 
Sheik Rahman’s presence stirred Islamic 


fundamentalists throughout the 
country to new levels of fervor, 
especially at the Alkifah Center 
in Brooklyn, which Ali Mohamed 
frequented. In November of 1990, 
Jewish Rabbi Meier Kahane was 
assassinated in New York City by 
El Sayyid Nosair, a disciple of 
Sheik Rahman and one of Ali Mo- 
hamed’s trainees who was filmed 
by the FBI at the firing range. Doz- 
ens of boxes of evidence were con- 
fiscated from Nosair’s apartment, 
including documents that should have led 
the FBI to Ali Mohamed and his trainees, 
who would later be convicted along with 
Ramzi Yousef for the first World Trade 
Center bombing. Bungling and bureau- 
cratic wrangling between the FBI and the 
NYPD are usually cited as excuses for 
the mysterious failure to follow up on the 
Nosair evidence, an excuse that becomes 
maddeningly trite through overuse in the 
Ali Mohamed case. 

Over the next several years, Ali Mo- 
hamed moved ever higher into al-Qaeda’s 


Well-known figures and top agency 
officials spanning the administrations 
of George Bush, Sr., Bill Clinton, and 
George W. Bush stand to face not only © 
public embarrassment but criminal ‘ 
indictment if their actions regarding 
Ali Mohamed become widely known. 
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inner circle, repeatedly setting off alarms 
that drew the concern of alert intelligence 
agents, but which were inexplicably disre- 
garded by top U.S. officials. The following 
are but a few examples: 

¢ 1991-92: While working as an FBI 
informant, Ali Mohamed made many trips 
abroad, including to Afghanistan, where he 
personally handled security for bin Laden 
and his top-level al-Qaeda entourage as 
they made a dangerous move to Sudan. 

¢ 1993: With the help of Ali Mo- 
hamed’s trainees, master bomb-maker 


Some of the major activities of Ali Mohamed (AM) 


with Osama bin Laden (OBL) in the decade leading up to 9/11. 
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1993 — Vancouver, BC: 
AM is arrested smuggling 


al-Qaeda terrorist Marzouk 
into Canada. 
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1995 — San Francisco: 
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1998 — New York 
City: AM is arrested after 
the deadly U.S. embassy 
bombings in Africa he 
helped plan. 
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1992 — Bosnia; 
Afghanistan; Sudan: AM 
trains al-Qaeda fighters. 


1991 — Sudan: While 
working with FBI, AM 
is in charge of moving . 
OBL & al-Qaeda to Sudan 
from Afghanistan. 


AM brings al-Zawahiri into 
U.S. a second time for a 
fundraising tour. 


1996 — Afghanistan: AM 
» handles security for OBL’s 
move back from Sudan. 
=) 
1994 — Nairobi, Kenya: 
AM scouts and plans 
embassy bombing. 
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1997 — Nairobi, Kenya: 
FBI raids al-Qaeda safe 
house where AM stayed and 
left telephone trail. 

ail 


“Mohamed has made some kind of deal 
with the government, that will surely 
have him out of prison,” says attorney 
David Ruhnke. However, a public outcry 
can cause the guilty to be exposed and 
swept from power, and can ensure that Ali 
Mohamed is punished for his crimes. 


Ramzi Yousef carried out the first attack 
on the World Trade Center, killing five 
and injuring more than 1,000. Months 
later, Ali Mohamed was arrested by the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police while 
trying to bring al-Qaeda terrorist Essam 
Marzouk into Canada. Mohamed had the 
RCMP call FBI Supervisor John Zent, 
who secured his release. Mohamed went 
on to broker a historic meeting in Sudan 
between bin Laden and Hezbollah leader 
Imad Mugniyah, thus helping establish 
an historic Sunni-Shia terror alliance. Ji- 
hadists trained by Mohamed and sent to 
Somalia by bin Laden were among the 
enemy forces in the “Black Hawk Down” 
incident that resulted in the deaths 
of 18 U.S. Army Rangers and Delta 
Force commandos. 

¢ 1994: Ali Mohamed went to 
Nairobi, Kenya, to plan the deadly 
U.S. embassy bombing that took 
place four years later. He personally 
delivered surveillance photographs 
of the embassy to bin Laden. He also 
brought EIJ-al-Qaeda leader Ayman 
al-Zawahiri into the United States on 
a fake passport and escorted him on 
a fundraising tour of mosques from 
California to North Carolina. Mo- 
hamed was named in a sealed indict- 
ment as an unindicted co-conspirator 
in the Day of Terror trial, and defense 
attorneys attempted to find and sub- 
poena him to testify. U.S. Attorney 
Andrew McCarthy and FBI Special 
Agent Harlan Bell secretly met Mo- 
hamed in an apparent move to help 
him elude the subpoena. 

¢ 1995: Ali Mohamed obtained a 
copy of the sealed list of 172 unin- 
dicted co-conspirators in the Day of 
Terror trial, which included himself 
and Osama bin Laden. Some suspect 
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that Andrew McCarthy gave 
him the list. Mohamed passed 
the list on to bin Laden, 
alerting him and the others 
named that they were being 
sought. Mohamed smuggled 
al-Zawahiri into the United 
States for a second terror 
fundraising tour. 

¢ 1997: The FBI raided 
the New York home of Wadi 
El-Hage, Osama bin La- 
den’s personal secretary. 
They found contact information for Ali 
Mohamed, who had been closely associ- 
ated with El-Hage for years and stayed 
at El-Hage’s home. El-Hage was arrested 
but was unexplainably released. Months 
later he helped execute the al-Qaeda terror 
bombings of the U.S. embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania. Mohamed brazenly told the 
FBI he knew who did the bombing and 
how. (He knew because he planned it for 
bin Laden.) Unbelievably, the FBI still did 
not arrest him or search his house. 

¢ 2000: Operation Able Danger, a se- 
cret high-powered computer data mining 
operation for the Department of Defense, 
identified a bonanza of al-Qaeda opera- 


U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald allowed Ali 

Mohamed to go free even after evidence tied 
him to al-Qaeda and the U.S. embassy bomb 
plot in Kenya. 


tives (including many of the future 9/11 
hijackers) with links to Ali Mohamed, al- 
Zawahiri, and bin Laden. If followed up 
by the FBI, this information could have 
averted the 9/11 plot. The Able Danger 
data was ordered destroyed in April 2000. 
A massive coverup ensued to deny that the 
data identified the 9/11 hijackers.* 

One of the more extraordinary incidents 
to come to light is the October 1997 “din- 
ner date” between Ali Mohamed, U.S. At- 
torney Patrick Fitzgerald, and FBI Special 
Agent Jack Cloonan at a swanky restau- 
rant in Sacramento, California. The two 
feds met with Mohamed in an alleged ef- 
fort to get him to confess to his terrorist 
activities. Instead, Mohamed was defiant 
and arrogantly told them that he could dis- 
appear any time he wanted to and that they 
would never be able to find him. Fitzgerald 
told Cloonan that Mohamed “is the most 
dangerous man I’ve ever met. We cannot 
let this man out on the street,” despite his 
known connections to al-Qaeda and terror- 
ism, including the information assembled 


* For more information, see “Able Danger & 9/11 
Foreknowledge” (October 31, 2005 issue of TNA), 


available online at www.jbs.org/node/3652. 
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in this article. But, incredibly, they did 
precisely that: Mohamed was allowed to 
remain free for nearly a year, until after 
the deadly U.S. embassy bombings. 


Exposure and High Anxiety 

Since the 9/11 terror spree, a steady trickle 
of revelations by an array of independent 
journalists and researchers has been forc- 
ing some very explosive evidence to the 
surface concerning Ali Mohamed’s func- 
tion in planning the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
and earlier terrorist events. Court records, 
interviews with inside players, and gov- 
ernment documents obtained through the 
Freedom Of Information Act (FOIA) have 
been filling in many of the gaps in Mo- 
hamed’s mysterious vita. This, no doubt, 
is causing great anxiety in high govern- 
ment circles. Well-known figures and top 
agency officials spanning the administra- 
tions of George Bush, Sr., Bill Clinton, 
and George W. Bush stand to face not 
only public embarrassment but potential 
criminal indictment, if their actions (and 
failures to act) regarding Ali Mohamed 
become widely known. 

The information uncovered by Peter 
Lance, John M. Berger’s Intelwire.com, 
and other independent researchers has 
unveiled shocking actions and inaction by 
government officials that permitted terror- 
ists repeatedly to attack America. The in- 
formation also indicts many officials who 
engaged in a series of massive coverups 
to thwart disclosure of their culpability. 
More importantly, the evidence now avail- 
able in the case of Ali Mohamed confirms 
an alarming truth that has emerged from 
many other troubling cases. It shows that 
far from being safer from terrorist attacks 
since the supposed “reforms” enacted after 
9/11, the American people are more in 
danger than ever. The officials who should 
have been held accountable — not only 
for their failures on 9/11, but for similar 
failures regarding earlier terrorist attacks 
that led up to it — not only have gotten 
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tually have been promoted (in the case of 
some individuals, more than once) to po- 
sitions where they can cause even greater 
harm to our national security. 

If widespread exposure of the Ali Mo- 
hamed travesty is headed off, do not be sur- 
prised to find out at some future date that 
the master terrorist is again on the loose. In 
an interview with the National Geographic 
Channel, Ali Mohamed’s defense attorney 
makes a very chilling prophecy. “I think the 
most likely thing that will happen,” says at- 
torney David Ruhnke, “is he’ll be released 
and he’ ll be given a new name, a new iden- 
tity, and he’ll pick up a life some place.” 

The basis for that opinion can be seen 
in the court transcript of Ali Mohamed’s 
plea hearing, in which he pled guilty to 
“conspiracy to kill nationals of the United 
States, conspiracy to murder, kidnap and 
maim.” Judge Leonard B. Sand asked 
Mohamed if he understood that pleading 
guilty could subject him to life imprison- 
ment plus a term of supervised release of 
five years. “Yes, your honor,’ Mohamed 
answered. 

Of course, a “life” sentence is a cruel 
joke; it can be whittled down to time 
served, if the government declares that Ali 
Mohamed’s “cooperation” is sufficiently 
valuable. That appears to be in the works. 
In fact, there is no publicly available in- 
formation from the court record to show 
that Ali Mohamed was ever sentenced. Al- 
though he has been held in a prison, he has 
been in the witness protection section. 

“Mohamed has made some kind of deal 
with the government, that will surely have 
him out of prison on some date certain 
that he knows about,” says attorney David 
Ruhnke. That would surely be an atrocious 
crime against justice — and a sure promise 
of more terror to come from one who has 
already proven himself to be the master 
terrorist. However, a massive public out- 
cry can cause the guilty to be exposed and 
swept from power, and can ensure that Ali 
Mohamed never again will have the op- 
portunity to harm another soul. 
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AHEAD OF THE CURVE 


FROM THE WTC TO OKC 


For years, THE New AMERICAN was the only national media organ exposing the critical 
links between the WTC-OKC-9/11 terror attacks. 


by Warren Mass 


Inside America’s War on Terror, Rich- 

ard Clarke, counter-terrorism adviser 
to Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. 
Bush, speculated that al-Qaeda operatives 
in the Philippines may have “taught Terry 
Nichols how to blow up the Oklahoma 
Federal Building” in 1995. He suggested 
that Nichols, who was convicted of con- 
spiring with Timothy McVeigh in the 
Oklahoma City bombing, may have met 
with al-Qaeda’s master bomber, Ramzi 
Yousef, the convicted leader of the 1993 
World Trade Center bombing. “We do 
know that Nichols’s bombs did not work 
before his Philippine stay and were deadly 
when he returned.” 

There is, of course, as THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN has reported over the years, a com- 
pelling body of evidence pointing to direct 
connections between the 1993 World Trade 
Center bombing, the 1995 Oklahoma City 
bombing, and the 9/11 attacks in 2001. 
Ramzi Yousef, the 1993 WTC bombing 
mastermind, and Khalid Sheik Moham- 
med, the 9/11 mastermind, are the common 
denominators, and the Philippines was the 
nexus of their operations. Besides their re- 
lationship as top al-Qaeda operatives, they 
are also related by blood; Khalid Sheik 
Mohammed is Ramzi Yousef’s uncle. In 
1994 and early 1995, both men were car- 
rying out activities in the Philippines for 
Osama bin Laden, building the terror net- 
work and planning mayhem with al-Qae- 


I n his 2004 book, Against All Enemies: 
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Richard Clarke, former counter-terrorism chief for Presidents Clinton and Bush, speaks at a 
press conference in Germany for his book, Against All Enemies. 


da’s affiliated terror group, Abu Sayyaf. 
Philippines police and intelligence reports 
place Terry Nichols in Cebu City, a hotbed 
of Abu Sayyaf activity, at the same time 
that Yousef, Mohammed, and other key 
al-Qaeda terrorists were there. But there 
is more connecting them than merely the 
unlikely “coincidence” involving the prin- 
cipals of three of the most notorious terror- 
ist acts in an out-of-the-way corner of the 
world at the same time. 

Richard Clarke’s mention of the pos- 
sible Ramzi Yousef-Terry Nichols tie is 
significant as perhaps the most public ref- 
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erence to the connection by a high-level 
government terrorism expert. However, if 
one combines “Terry Nichols” and “Ramzi 
Yousef” into the same Internet search 
query, an abundance of data is now avail- 
able. Over the last several years, a number 
of investigators have compiled impres- 
sive evidence corroborating and building 
on facts and leads reported in these pages 
by THE NEw AMERICAN’S Senior Edi- 
tor William F. Jasper over a decade ago. 
Undoubtedly, one of the most important 
contributions to this effort came with the 
publication in 2003 of 1,000 Years for Re- 
venge by multiple Emmy Award-winning 
investigative reporter Peter Lance. In a 
chapter of that book, entitled “John Doe 
No. 2,” Lance lays out important docu- 
mented details showing important links 
between Nichols, Yousef, Khalid Sheik 
Mohammed, and other al-Qaeda opera- 
tives. He builds on this in his 2006 block- 
buster, Triple Cross (just re-released with 
important updates). 

THE NEw AMERICAN’S first report on a 
possible Terry Nichols-Abu Sayyaf-Ramzi 
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Yousef connection came in a December 25, 
1995 story by Jasper entitled, “A Tale of 
Intrigue,” which reviewed significant state- 
ments by Nichols’ ex-wife, Lana Padilla, in 
her book By Blood Betrayed: My Life With 
Terry Nichols and Timothy McVeigh. 

Mr. Jasper, who interviewed Ms. Pa- 
dilla, noted in his article: 


Terry Nichols’ trips to the Philippines 
raise a number of questions.... Ac- 
cording to Padilla, over the past four 
years Nichols visited the Philippines 
about four times a year.... Where did 
Nichols, who appeared to be just 
“scraping by” with income from odd 
jobs, get the thousands of dollars for 
all that expensive travel? Why was 
Nichols so secretive, withdrawn, and 
fatalistic (according to Padilla) be- 
fore his last trip to the Philippines? 
Why did he seem to think he might 
not survive the visit? 

Is it possible that further investi- 
gation of Terry Nichols’ trips to the 
Philippines could reveal additional 
evidence of a Mideast terrorist con- 
nection? The Philippines has become 
an important nexus of global terror- 
ist activity, with the Filipino Muslim 
terrorist group Abu Sayyaf assum- 
ing new international importance... 
The group has claimed responsibil- 
ity for the bombing of a Filipino air- 
liner bound for Japan last December. 
Filipino authorities claim that Ramzi 
Youssef, the accused mastermind of 
the World Trade Center bombing, 
placed the explosives in the airliner. 


Always carefully avoiding the temptation 
to make claims beyond what the evidence 
would support, Mr. Jasper would continue 
to investigate and report on additional im- 
portant facts, witnesses, and evidence years 
ahead of admissions by government offi- 
cials and reports by the mainstream media. 
Like the revelations of Agatha Christie’s 
fictional detective Hercule Poirot, Jasper’s 
terrorism exposés connected the dots and 
projected the lines. It is not an exaggera- 
tion to say that if officials had paid atten- 
tion, Ramzi Yousef’s planes-as-missiles 
plot would have been known, Khalid Sheik 
Mohammed might have been arrested years 
earlier, and the deadly attacks of 9/11 could 
have been averted. 
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FOREIGN POLICY 


TURKISH TRAVAILS 


Though Turkey is now considered a main U.S. ally in the Middle East, U.S. foreign policy 
is driving a wedge between the countries. 


al 


by Charles Scaliger 


uick! Which NATO 

member has the largest 

military, after the Unit- 
ed States? Not Great Britain, 
whose Royal Navy once ruled 
the waves. Not Germany, the 
inventors of guided missiles 
and modern tank warfare. Not 
even former colonial powers 
Spain and Holland. The larg- 
est military in NATO, fielding 
over one million active person- 
nel and an impressive array of 
modern equipment ranging 
from a large fleet of F-16s to 
cutting-edge frigates and cor- 
vettes in one of the world’s 
largest navies, is the Turk 
Silahh Kuvvetleri, or Turkish 
Armed Forces of the Republic 
of Turkey. 


Turkish relations with the United States, which have been generally positive for decades, have been severely 
strained since the United States invaded Iraq. The invasion inflamed Kurdish separatists by giving them hope 
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that a new Kurdish state could be created out of Iraqi Kurdistan and parts of Kurdish-populated Turkey. 


Past Is Prologue 

Nowadays Turkey is regarded as a strong 
U.S. ally, especially in the war on terror, 
but it was not always thus. In the days of 
the American Founding Fathers, the Ot- 
toman Turkish state — with its dissolute 
pashas, fearsome infantry corps of Jan- 
issaries (slaves drafted into military ser- 
vice), and autocratic sultan — was con- 
sidered the very embodiment of Oriental 
despotism. The transformation of Turkey 
from the West’s greatest enemy to uneasy 
Middle Eastern ally is one of the stranger 
paradoxes of modern history, a critical part 
of the ageless struggle between West and 
East that helped to set the stage for the cur- 
rent Middle East crisis. 

Since time immemorial, Turkish tribes 
have roamed the steppes of Asia, in a belt 
stretching from the southern reaches of the 
Caspian Sea all the way to western China. 
Only in comparatively recent times, how- 
ever, during the supremacy of the Byzan- 


Charles Scaliger is a teacher and freelance writer. 
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tine Empire, did the Turks begin to mi- 
grate westward and settle in Asia Minor. 
The restless Seljuk Turks began settling in 
Asia Minor and other areas to the west of 
their traditional lands sometime in the late 
first millennium A.D. Alp Arslan, the first 
great Turkish sultan, defeated the Byzan- 
tine Empire at the monumental Battle of 
Manzikert — the first great victory of the 
Turks over the Christian West — in 1071. 
The Seljuks were later eclipsed by the 
Ottomans, whose sultans embarked on a 
campaign of ruthless conquest against the 
West. Murad I conquered vast territory in 
Asia Minor and the Balkans, leaving Con- 
stantinople as a virtual island of Christian 
civilization in an Islamic sea. Murad lost 
his life on the battlefield of Kosovo, but his 
armies carried the day, ensuring the absorp- 
tion of Serbia into the burgeoning Ottoman 
Empire. Less than 70 years later, in the 
fateful year 1453, Constantinople finally 
fell at the merciless hands of Mehmet II. 
Mehmet II turned the Queen of Cities 


into his new capital, Istanbul, and trans- 
formed one of the greatest monuments 
of Christian civilization, the basilica of 
Haggia Sophia, or Sacred Wisdom, into a 
mosque. His grandson Suleiman I extended 
the dominions of the Ottoman Empire still 
further, eventually marching the armies of 
Turkey as far west as the walls of Vienna. 
Although Suleiman was ultimately thwart- 
ed at Vienna, his successes elsewhere left 
all of southeastern Europe (except tiny 
Montenegro) under Ottoman control, and 
the Mediterranean a virtual Ottoman lake. 

The Ottomans also conquered much 
of North Africa, the Middle East, and the 
Caucasus region. During the 16th and 17th 
centuries, they were, if not the only, cer- 
tainly the most formidable superpower, 
with a navy second to none, a fearsomely 
efficient if oppressive system of internal 
controls, and an army, led by the elite Jan- 
issaries, that had beaten the best fighting 
forces that the West could muster. 

In the summer of 1683, a vast Ottoman 
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army again lay siege to Vienna. The fate 
of Vienna hung by a very slender thread 
until a relief force, commanded by Polish 
hero Jan Sobieski, fell on the Ottomans 
from the rear. The Turks were routed and 
retreated in confusion, never again to vie 
with the West for hegemony. 

By the time of the American founding, 
Ottoman Turkey, though still formidable, 
was in obvious decline. Western powers 
now maintained embassies at the Sublime 
Porte, as the seat of government at Istanbul 
was called, and certain among the Turks 
were beginning to study and even to emu- 
late Western ways. 

By the early 19th century, parts of the 
Ottoman dominion, especially Greece, 
were in serious ferment. In 1820, the 
Greek War of Independence broke out, 
pitting poorly armed and organized Greek 
partisans against the still-formidable mili- 
tary machinery of a ruthless pasha. It was 
this seemingly hopeless struggle that in- 
spired sympathy among many Americans, 
with suggestions that America throw her 
weight behind the Greek freedom fighters. 
To such sentiments Secretary of State John 
Quincy Adams offered a resounding rebut- 
tal in a July 4 speech, in which he famously 
warned Americans against going “abroad 
in search of monsters to destroy.” The path 
of empire, he warned Ameri- 
cans, with all its unforeseen 
intrigues and compromising 
alliances, would lead to un- 
known ends; should America 
choose to embark on a pro- 
gram of interventionism and 
conquest, she would surely 
“be no longer the ruler of her 
own spirit.” 

The Turks by then were 
the custodians of the desti- 
nies of many millions of sub- 
ject peoples speaking dozens 
of languages and practicing 
three major religions, whose 
competing interests were, in 
the long run, impossible to 
reconcile. Slowly but surely 
the Ottomans were forced 
into retreat — by the Greeks 
(with more than a little help 
from the West), by the Rus- 
sians, and by Balkan nation- 
alists. Rather surprisingly, 
the decline of the so-called 


“sick man of Europe” was 
accompanied by significant 
political reforms, in which, 
inspired by the West, many 
of the trappings of the old 
despotic Sultanate were cast 
aside. 

But it was not enough to 
stave off the death of the Ot- 
toman state. In the final de- 
cades of the 19th century, the 
Turkish empire lapsed into a 
despotism born of despera- 
tion, in which many reforms were rolled 
back, rights were curtailed, and restive 
subject peoples brutally repressed. 

In the end, the Ottoman Empire entered 
the First World War on the losing side as 
German allies. During the war, the Otto- 
mans carried out their most infamous act 
of all, the systematic slaughter of hundreds 
of thousands of Armenians in what is often 
reckoned as one of history’s first geno- 
cides. At the end of the war, the empire 
was occupied and dismembered by the 
victorious allies of the Triple Entente. 

Under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal, 
later surnamed Atatiirk (or “Father of the 
Turks”), the Turks launched a military re- 
sistance against the occupying armies after 
the war and managed to win concessions 


Sixth President of the United 
States John Quincy Adams, 
while secretary of state, made 
a famous speech in response 

to Americans who advocated 
military aid to Greeks battling 
Ottoman Turkey. Adams warned 
against going “abroad in search 


of monsters to destroy.” 
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The Republic of Turkey has looked 
westward for guidance, maintaining a 
secular Islamic parliamentary democracy 


and forging strong ties with the West. 
Thanks to NATO membership, Turkey has 
availed herself of many of the advantages 
of Western military technology. 


from the Allies. The Republic of Turkey, 
when it was founded in 1923, incorporated 
all of Asia Minor and a small part of the 
Balkans, including Istanbul. 


Turkey Today 

Since its formation, the Republic of Tur- 
key has looked westward for guidance, 
maintaining a secular Islamic parliamen- 
tary democracy and forging strong eco- 
nomic and military ties with the West. 
Thanks to NATO membership, Turkey has 
availed herself of many of the advantages 
of Western military technology and doc- 
trine. At the same time, Turkey has ada- 
mantly denied the historical reality of the 
Armenian genocide, persecuting Turkish 
citizens who have dared to acknowledge 
it publicly. Turkey has always 
reacted with bitter recrimina- 
tion whenever the subject is 
broached by a foreign power, 
as when the full brunt of 
Turkish diplomatic pressure 
was recently brought to bear 
on the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives after a measure 
recognizing the Armenian 
genocide as such was passed 
by the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Turkey is easily the friend- 
liest major Muslim country in 
the Middle East, but Ameri- 
can policies in Iraq seem cal- 
culated to isolate Turkey and 
ultimately drive her into the 
arms of radical Islam. 

For one thing, the United 
States, though interjecting 
itself militarily into Iraq, 
has refused to do anything to 
combat the PKK, or Kurdis- 
tan Workers Party, a violent 
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Courtesy of the war in Iraq, Turkey 
is being steadily driven away from 


the West and into the arms of radical 


Islam. Should the wrongheaded U.S. 
policy convert Turkey into an enemy, 
our Middle Eastern quagmire will 
become immeasurably more difficult. 


guerrilla group waging war against the 
Turkish government from bases in remote 
eastern Turkey and northern Iraq. In a re- 
cent cross-border raid, PKK guerrillas 
killed a number of Turkish soldiers and 
took eight captives back to Iraq, prompt- 
ing the Turkish parliament to authorize 
the military to take action. The United 
States has been working feverishly to 
persuade the Turks not to invade, while 
continuing to allow the Kurdish rebels 
free rein. 

According to a recent report by Bobby 
Caina Calvan of the McClatchy News Ser- 
vice, PKK militiamen in Iraqi Kurdistan 
operate in plain view of the Kurdish gov- 
ernment forces, or peshmerga, extorting 


money from villagers and operat- 
ing brazen smuggling routes along 
the Turkish and Iranian borders. 

The PKK has long been on the 
U.S. government’s list of terror- 
ist organizations and is avowedly 
Marxist. But so strongly do the 
Kurds of northern Iraq sympa- 
thize with the PKK that the United 
States has decided to let this vio- 
lent group operate with impunity 
against Turkey, rather than risk of- 
fending the Iraqi Kurds under our 
own military protection. Moreover, the 
PKK are close allies of the PJAK, another 
Iraq-based Kurdish guerrilla group that the 
United States is loath to alienate because 
of its opposition to the Iranian govern- 
ment. In blunt confirmation of U.S. pol- 
icy, Major General Benjamin Nixon, who 
commands U.S. forces in northern Iraq, 
recently stated that he intended to do “ab- 
solutely nothing” about the PKK. 

Yet President Bush, under extreme pres- 
sure from the Turkish government, is now 
pledging more military cooperation with 
Turkey to crack down on the PKK. “The 
PKK is a terrorist organization. They’re an 
enemy of Turkey, they’re an enemy of Iraq 
and they’re an enemy of the United States,” 


Rallying: Reflecting the heightened tensions in Turkey with the Kurdish minority, on September 3, 
2006, Kurdish demonstrators gathered in Istanbul to support the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), 
a terrorist group that carries out guerrilla attacks against Turkey and operates out of Kurdish Iraq. 
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Bush announced after a recent meeting 
with Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyib 
Erdo. Such is the self-contradictory rheto- 
ric of interventionism. 

Unsurprisingly, Turkey regards the U.S. 
policy toward the Kurdish terrorists as a 
blatant double standard and will likely 
invade Iraq if the status quo is not rem- 
edied. Meanwhile, Turkey is discovering 
a new ally in Iran, with whom they have a 
common concern: rooting out the Kurdish 
terrorists who are operating on the soils 
of both countries. Retired U.S. Air Force 
Gen. Joseph Ralston, who served as a spe- 
cial envoy to deal with the PKK, recently 
opined in a brief interview that the United 
States was, however unwittingly, “driving, 
strategically, the Turks and the Iranians to- 
gether” because of the Kurdish problem. 

More ominously still, as Yigal Schleifer 
recently reported in the Christian Science 
Monitor, Turkey has now become one of 
the most anti-U.S. countries in the world. 
A recent study by the Pew Research Cen- 
ter found only 9 percent of Turkish citizens 
holding a favorable view of the United 
States, the lowest number in any of the 46 
countries surveyed. However closely al- 
lied Turkey’s government may be with the 
United States and other Western powers, it 
cannot forever resist the will of a populace 
now largely hostile to the United States. 

Thus is Turkey, courtesy of the war in 
Iraq, being steadily driven away from the 
West and — like Pakistan — into the arms 
of radical Islam. Although the Turkish 
military has historically enforced Turkey’s 
secularism (the Republic of Turkey has 
endured four military coups since 1960), 
Islamism is gaining a greater and greater 
ascendancy in Turkish politics. 

In fine, Turkey and the United States 
have substantially switched roles since 
the time of John Quincy Adams’ famous 
warning. Now it is the United States that 
has become the bloated world power, 
bogged down in the minutiae of impe- 
rial overstretch, while Turkey, reborn in a 
war of independence, sustains a govern- 
ment that, although a far cry from Western 
limited government in some respects, is 
a complete break with her despotic past. 
Should the wrongheaded U.S. policy or 
the convoluted politics of the region con- 
vert Turkey into an enemy, our Middle 
Eastern quagmire will become immeasut- 
ably more difficult. Hi 
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BUSH 


JUDICIARY 


WORLD COURT 


The 15 judges of the World Court Stand in The Hague, 
Netherlands, on March 31, 2004; The court ruled that 
the United States violated the rights of 51 Mexicans on 
death row and ordered their cases be reviewed. 
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President Bush is supporting the World Court's effort to exert influence over a Texas state 
court decision. How will the case’s outcome affect states’ rights and U.S. independence? 


by John F. McManus 


P | “he fate of Jose Ernesto Medellin 
and 50 other Mexicans facing the 
death penalty for horrible crimes 

committed in our country has become an 

issue involving the independence of the 

United States. And President Bush has ex- 

pressed a willingness to compromise that 

hard-won independence by favoring World 

Court interference in the Medellin case. 

In 1993, Medellin participated in the 
brutal gang rape and murder of two Hous- 
ton teenagers. He later confessed, and he 

and four others were convicted in 1994 

of capital murder and sentenced to death. 

But 14 years later, he and 50 others (on 
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death rows in four states) are still in prison 
after numerous appeals. In 2003, Mexico 
sued the United States in the World Court 
contending that Medellin’s right to receive 
legal assistance from the Mexican consul 
had been denied. The World Court agreed 
and has told the United States to cease 
plans to execute him. 

The International Court of Justice, 
widely known as the World Court, was 
created at the founding of the United Na- 
tions as the world body’s high court for 
resolving international disputes. Located 
in The Hague, the World Court’s 2004 
ruling in the Medellin case held that the 
United States had ignored a long-stand- 
ing Vienna Convention on Consular Re- 


lations to which it was a party. In 1998, 
the U.S. Supreme Court had ruled in an 
appeal on behalf of Medellin that any 
rights under the Vienna Convention did 
not apply in his case because of limits 
Congress had placed on prisoner access 
to federal courts. 

The Supreme Court ruling notwithstand- 
ing, President Bush announced in 2005 that 
he wanted Texas to comply with the World 
Court’s ruling by convening new hearings. 
He claimed, amazingly, that his opinion 
was consistent with his “constitutionally 
based foreign affairs power.” There seems 
to be no end to Mr. Bush’s desire to build 
the power of the executive branch. 

A Texas court did review Medellin’s 
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claims and, in November 2006, Texas 
Judge Michael Keasler wrote for his con- 
curring colleagues when he stated that Mr. 
Bush had “exceeded his constitutional au- 
thority by intruding into the independent 
powers” of the Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals. Speaking for that court, Judge 
Keasler added that the sentence given to 
Medellin should be carried out. Neverthe- 
less, lawyers for Medellin appealed to the 
U.S. Supreme Court again, and the nation’s 
highest court, after hearing their appeal, 
sent the matter back to Texas for reconsid- 
eration. Texas did not back down. 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, though concurring with the de- 
cision to send the matter back to Texas, 
let the Texas judges know that they would 
likely not have the last word. She wrote, 
“Tt will be this court’s responsibility at 
the proper time and if need be, to provide 
the ultimate answers.” Justice Ginsburg is 
on record in 2006 calling for U.S. jurists 
to “learn from others including Canada, 
South Africa and the U.K. — now engaged 
in measuring ordinary laws and executive 
actions against [international] charters se- 
curing basic rights.” She and several other 
members of the Supreme Court went to 
Europe in 1998 to learn from those foreign 
courts how their decisions might become 


26 


aD 
o 
D 
o 
£ 
a 
<x 
ce 


the basis for decisions here in the United 
States. So much for their oath to the U.S. 
Constitution and its status as “the supreme 
law of the land.” 

On October 10, 2007, Medellin’s law- 
yers were back at the Supreme Court. Mr. 
Bush’s position has never changed. Texas 
Solicitor General Ted Cruz, uncomfort- 
able about being in litigation “against the 
United States,” nevertheless remains de- 
termined. “If this president’s assertion of 
authority is upheld in this case,” he insist- 
ed, “it opens the door for enormous mis- 
chief from presidents of either party. What 
might these presidents do if they had the 
power to flick state laws off the books?” 


THE WORLD COURT 

When the United States agreed to mem- 
bership in the UN in 1945, our nation im- 
mediately became a member of the World 
Court according to Article 93 of the UN 
Charter stating that all UN member nations 
are “ipso facto” members. U.S. member- 
ship then became formal when the Senate 
ratified the World Court’s “compulsory” 
jurisdiction in 1946. In what appeared to 
be a limiting stipulation, the Senate resolu- 
tion stated that the World Court’s power to 
rule shall not apply “with regard to matters 
that are essentially within the jurisdiction 


AP Images 


Claiming to have the last word: Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg (left) has 
informed a Texas court of her belief that our 
nation’s high court will provide the “ultimate 
answers” regarding death penalties for duly 
tried and convicted Jose Ernesto Medellin 
(above) and 50 other similarly convicted illegal 
immigrants from Mexico. 


of the United States.” However, several 
senators voiced apprehension over who 
would decide which matters were or were 
not within the jurisdiction of the United 
States. At that point, Senator Tom Con- 
nally (D-Texas), the chairman of the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Committee, sensed 
that there would not be enough support 
for any U.S. presence in the World Court 
if nothing were done to mollify the con- 
cerns of his colleagues about this impor- 
tant distinction. 

A strong supporter of the World Court 
himself, Connally reluctantly proposed a 
six-word addition to the resolution. The six 
words, “as determined by the United States,” 
were added and the Senate proceeded to ap- 
prove U.S. membership in the UN’s World 
Court. Those six words stand as a barrier 
to subjection of this nation to the whims of 
the UN’s tribunal. Over the years, the rotat- 
ing jurists on the World Court’s 15-member 
panel have been communists, socialists, and 
an array of individuals filled with jealousy 
and antipathy toward the United States and 
the American people. 

Without the Connally Reservation, the 
World Court would likely have overturned 
previous U.S. immigration policies, several 
tariffs, and any other purely American law 
that was unappealing to “the international 
community.” But the safeguards contained 
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in those six words are only effective if up- 
held and enforced by U.S. leaders. What 
good is a safeguard enacted to protect inde- 
pendence if it is ignored by the U.S. presi- 
dent who claims that his “foreign policy 
powers” enable him to circumvent the will 
of Congress, the laws of our nation, and 
the desires of the American people? What- 
ever foreign-policy powers the president 
does possess can be limited by Congress 
— which is precisely what transpired when 
the Connally Reservation was adopted. 

Only nation-to-nation cases are decided 
by the World Court. It was Mexico’s gov- 
ernment that initiated the appeal to this UN 
body. Once the World Court decided that 
Medellin’s rights had not been honored, 
the European Union’s main court added its 
concurring opinion. The internationalists 
obviously do not want the United States 
to make its own decisions. 

In 2005, surprisingly, President Bush 
withdrew the United States from the por- 
tion of the Vienna Convention that gives 
the World Court final say in such disputes 
as the Medellin case. But he still wants 
the World Court’s opinion to have force. 


Earlier in 1986, likely based 
on the existence of the Con- 
nally Reservation, the United 
States announced it no longer 
would accept the “compulso- 
ry jurisdiction” of the World 
Court and, instead, would ac- 
cept the court’s jurisdiction 
only on a case-to-case basis. 
Still, the Connally Reser- 
vation makes clear that the 
United States, not the World 
Court, determines what falls 
within the jurisdiction of our own country. 
Bush is ignoring this important reservation 
and is instead treating the World Court as 
if our nation must bow to whatever claims 
it makes. 

Another surprising development came 
when former U.S. Ambassador to the UN 
John Bolton announced his disagreement 
with the president’s attitude. Stating only 
weeks ago that Mr. Bush’s support for the 
position taken by Mexico and the World 
Court was “a bad mistake, but one of many 
mistakes, I’m sad to say, the administra- 
tion has made recently,” Bolton insisted the 


Texas Solicitor General Ted Cruz has 
noted that “if this president’s assertion of 
authority is upheld in this case, it opens 


the door for enormous mischief from 
presidents of either party. What might 
these presidents do if they had the power 
to flick state laws off the books?” 


United States has no obligation to the World 
Court in this case. He pointedly rejected 
any reference to the Vienna Convention as 
a reason to favor the Medellin appeal. 

The matter is now before the Supreme 
Court. Arguments have been presented and 
the nine justices will likely render their de- 
cision in the late spring of 2008. Should 
they agree with the World Court, a sig- 
nificant attack on U.S. independence will 
have taken place. And, along with it, the 
power of the executive branch will have 
grown and states’ rights will have suffered 
another blow. Hf 
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Former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan gives readers a glimpse into his 
personal life and the inner workings of the corridors of power in The Age of Turbulence. 


by Brian Farmer 


The Age of Turbulence: Adventures in 
a New World, by Alan Greenspan, New 
York: The Penguin Press, 2007, 544 pages, 
hardcover, $35.00. 


I guess I should warn you, if I turn 
out to be particularly clear, you’ve 
probably misunderstood what I said. 
— Alan Greenspan, 1988 speech 

to Economic Club of New York 


uring his 18-year tenure as chair- 
man of the Federal Reserve Board, 
from 1987 to 2006, Alan Green- 
span developed a much-deserved reputa- 
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tion for giving congressional testimony in 
“Fedspeak,” an opaque style of delivery 
that seemed to baffle more than enlighten. 
For example, “I know that you think you 
know what I said. But I’m not sure wheth- 
er you understood that what you heard is 
what I meant.” Fortunately, in writing his 
memoirs, Greenspan changed gears and 
spoke in layman’s terms. As he put it, I 
could finally use my own voice!” 
Greenspan takes the reader on a journey 
not only through his own life, but through 
a tumultuous and challenging period of 
American history. Since Greenspan was 
close to the inner circle of every adminis- 
tration from Richard Nixon to George W. 
Bush, he is in a unique position to describe 


and analyze not only the dynamics that 
drove world events, but also the person- 
alities that tried to deal with them. 

The Age of Turbulence is actually two 
books in one. The first is autobiographi- 
cal, and Greenspan’s personal story turns 
out to be more interesting than the nerdy 
banker image he projects, although he 
does exhibit a reluctance to reveal much 
of his inner self. In explaining the divorce 
from his first wife, for example, he simply 
says, “Without going into detail, I will say 
I was the main problem.” 

It was through his first wife that Green- 
span met Ayn Rand, the Russian-born nov- 
elist and philosopher who is renowned as 
the author of such works as The Fountain- 
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head and Atlas Shrugged, and the creator 
of the philosophy she named Objectivism, 
a blending of free markets, reason, and 
individualism. Greenspan’s serious de- 
meanor and his habit of always wearing a 
dark suit and tie led Rand to nickname him 
“The Undertaker.” 

Rand argued that the only moral eco- 
nomic system is free-market capitalism 
because it is the only system that guaran- 
tees individual rights. Greenspan credits 
Rand with being a stabilizing force in his 
life and broadening his horizons to think 
of economics in terms of values, as well 
as numbers. Unfortunately, 
Greenspan’s reluctance to 
go into much depth shows 
up in this section of the 
book, as well. 

Greenspan’s serious na- 
ture and penchant for quan- 
titative economic analysis so 
permeated his life that they 
even spilled over into the 
honeymoon with his second 
wife, NBC correspondent 
Andrea Mitchell. He relates 
the following conversation, 
which took place while they 
were strolling along one of 
the canals in Venice, Italy: 


T asked Andrea, ““What is 
the value added produced 
in this city?” 

“You’re asking the 
wrong question,” she 
replied, and burst out 
laughing. 

“But this entire city is 
a museum. Just think of 
what goes into keeping 
it up.” 

Andrea stopped and 
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looked at me. “You should 
be looking at how beautiful 
it is.” 


One cannot help but wonder 
how a man who comes across 
as so unromantic could ever 
get a date. The guy who in- 
vites a date back to his apart- 
ment to look at his etchings is 
a cliché. But Greenspan de- 
scribes how he invited Andrea 
back to his apartment to read 
his essay on monopolies! It appears that 
Henry Kissinger was right when he said, 
“Power is the ultimate aphrodisiac.” 

As chairman of the world’s largest cen- 
tral bank, Greenspan certainly had his 
share of power. That brought him into con- 
tact with not only the power elites of the 
Eastern establishment, but also with the 
heavy hitters in Hollywood, thanks to his 
dates with Barbara Walters. Maybe Ayn 
Rand nailed it when, according to a biog- 
raphy written about her, she once asked a 
mutual acquaintance, “Do you think Alan 
might basically be a social climber?” 


While Rand nicknamed Greenspan “The 
Undertaker,” the mainstream media often 
called him “The Maestro,” which was 
perhaps a word play on the fact that the 
Fed chairman had started out his working 
career as a clarinet and saxophone player 
with the Henry Jerome dance band. Of 
course, that moniker conveyed the impres- 
sion that the former professional musician 
had become a master in the art of handling 
financial crises, preventing the economy 
from going off the rails, and keeping the 
stock market on a seemingly never-ending 
upward path. 

But in reality, central-bank manipula- 
tion of the economy can only do more 
harm than good. No matter how wise the 
money Maestro may be, there is no way 
his wisdom could substitute for the count- 
less decisions that consumers and produc- 
ers, borrowers and lenders, make every 
day operating in their own self-interest. 
The money Maestro can of course use his 
power to create money out of thin air to 
“stimulate” the economy, but the resulting 
influx of additional dollars (inflation) into 
the economy not only causes prices to rise 


Why is this man smiling? You'd be smiling, 
too, if you, like Alan Greenspan, shown here 
signing his memoir, had received an $8.5 

million advance on your new book! 
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but also merely postpones the economic 
correction and makes it more severe when 
it does come. 

Greenspan benefited from the good 
fortune of having the Iron Curtain come 
down in 1989, thus allowing the work- 
ers of Eastern Europe to join the global 
labor pool. Add in China and India, and 
the supply of labor available to multina- 
tional corporations effectively doubled 
in a very short period of time. This put 
downward pressure on wages, increased 
productivity, and created an atmosphere 
of disinflation that encouraged a rise in 
stock prices. And it was during Green- 
span’s tenure that the deluge of American 
baby boomers just happened to be reach- 
ing the most productive years of their 
working careers. 

In 1996, Greenspan was concerned that 
the U.S. stock market was rising too far 
too fast, and that caused him to make one 
of his most notorious remarks. In a speech 
before the American Enterprise Institute, 
Greenspan asked: “But how do we know 
when irrational exuberance has unduly es- 
calated asset values, which then become 
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subject to unexpected and prolonged con- 
tractions as they have in Japan over the 
past decade?” The speech was followed 
by immediate slumps in stock markets 
around the world. Because he was also 
worried that raising interest rates would 
rattle investors even more than his speech 
did, the Fed did nothing and let “irrational 
exuberance” continue to inflate the stock 
market bubble. When the bubble finally 
burst, many so-called “dot com” investors 
were wiped out as the high-tech NASDAQ 
market, where the bulk of the high-flying 
Internet stocks were listed, plunged 85 
percent. 

In his book, Greenspan conveniently 
fails to mention that there are other mon- 
etary tools, besides interest rates, that the 
Fed can utilize, in order to control specula- 
tive fever in the stock market. One of them 
is margin rates. Margin is the amount of 
money that investors must deposit with 
their brokers and against which investors 
can borrow, when they want to purchase 
shares of stock. For example, when the 
margin rate is 50 percent (as it is nowa- 
days), it means that investors only have to 


put down 50 percent of the price of the 
shares they wish to buy, and their broker 
lends them the other 50 percent (for which 
the broker charges interest, of course). In 
the 1920s, the margin rate was only 10 per- 
cent, which meant that an investor could 
control $1,000 worth of stock by giving 
his broker only $100. Such leverage turned 
the stock market into a virtual gambling 
casino and contributed significantly to the 
1929 crash. 

In the second half of his book, Green- 
span expounds on various topics relating 
to globalization. A reader with little back- 
ground in economics might find this part 
a pretty hard slog. 

Those who like to read memoirs for 
juicy gossip should not bother with The 
Age of Turbulence. Those who hope to 
come across a rationalization of how the 
Fed fights inflation, even though it is the 
entity that creates monetary inflation, will 
also be disappointed. But those who are cu- 
rious about how an obscure clarinet player 
became a superstar in the world of central 
banking may find this book to be of more 
than passing interest. I certainly did. & 
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U.S. Troops Make 
the Ultimate Sacrifice 


USA Today recently reported that at least 
five U.S. servicemen have been killed in 
Iraq after throwing themselves on live gre- 
nades to protect their fellow troops from 
the explosion. These included: 

e Army Spc. Ross McGinnis, who was 
the gunner standing in the turret of a Hum- 
vee moving slowly through the violent 
Adhamiyah neighborhood of Baghdad on 
Dec. 4, 2006. Suddenly McGinnis yelled: 
“Grenade!” As Sgt. Ist Class Cedric 
Thomas and the driver, Sgt. Lyle Buehler, 
asked McGinnis where the grenade was, 
they heard the sound of metal landing on 
metal. In the rear of the Humvee, Staff Set. 
Ian Newland and Spc. Sean Lawson saw 
McGinnis throw himself onto the grenade. 
The explosion killed McGinnis. 

e Navy Petty Officer Michael Mon- 
soor, who was manning a rooftop sniper 
post with three other Navy SEALs on the 
morning of Sept. 29, 2006. A grenade flew 
over a wall and hit Monsoor in the chest, 
dropping onto the roof. Although Monsoor 
was the only SEAL who could have leapt 
to safety, he instead chose to fall onto the 
grenade, dying within the hour from his 
wounds. 

¢ Army Reserve Sgt. James “Ski” Wit- 
kowski, who was manning a .50-caliber 
machine gun in the turret of the command 
vehicle of a convoy traveling north from 
Balad, Iraq, on Oct. 26, 2005. Witkowski 
blocked an incoming grenade with his 
body to minimize the blast or keep it from 
falling inside the Humvee. He was killed 
instantly. 

e Marine Sgt. Rafael Peralta, who on 
November 15, 2005, was wounded by 
gunfire and fell to the floor of a house 
in Fallujah. Inside the house were Lance 
Cpl. Adam Morrison and another Marine, 
who observed a grenade tossed into the 
house, within an arm’s reach of the fallen 
Peralta. Morrison and the other Marine 
were pinned down by fire and unable to 
flee because the grenade blocked the exit. 
Then Morrison watched the wounded Per- 
alta grab the grenade with his right hand 
and pull it under his chest. The explosion 
killed Peralta and showered Morris and 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ NOVEMBER 26, 2007 


\ 
4 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


two other Marines with shrapnel. 

¢ Marine Cpl. Jason Dunham, who on 
April 14, 2004, was leading his squad 
searching a row of vehicles in Husaybah. 
During the operation, a driver of one of 
the cars leaped out and grabbed Cpl. Dun- 
ham by the throat. During the struggle, 
a grenade fell out of the man’s clothing 
to the ground. Dunham used his helmet 
to cover the grenade. Shrapnel from the 
explosion penetrated Dunham’s brain and 
sprayed two Marines nearby. He died eight 
days later. On January 11, President Bush 
posthumously awarded Dunham a Medal 
of Honor, presenting it to his parents, Dan 
and Debra Dunham. 

These heroic U.S. troops exemplify the 
words found in John 15:13: “Greater love 
than this no man hath, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends.” 


Group Continues 
Legacy of 9/11 Heroes 


On September 11, 2001, a lawyer named 
Glenn Winuk — who was also a volun- 
teer fireman — helped evacuate his law 
offices, which were located a block and 
a half away from the World Trade Center. 
He then grabbed his medic’s bag and ran 
toward the burning WTC South Tower. 

Winuk’s remains were found after the 
tower collapsed. 

His noble sacrifice has not been forgot- 
ten by those who knew him. In fact, Glenn’s 
brother Jay and his longtime friend, David 
Paine, decided to turn their personal and 
national tragedy into a way to encourage 
service to others. Starting in 2002, the two 
friends sent e-mails to friends and family, 
suggesting that they do a good deed on 
September 11, such as donating a day’s 
pay to charity. As their concept grew, they 
founded myGoodDeed.org. 

“It was the worst possible day imag- 
inable, and in some ways, a remarkable 
day, too, in the way in which people re- 
sponded,” Paine was quoted as saying in 
the Christian Science Monitor. “We need 
to rekindle the way we came together in 
the spirit of 9/11: It would be almost as 
much a tragedy to lose that lesson.” 

The two friends’ campaign to turn Sep- 


tember 11 into a day of service, charity, 
and good deeds has grown steadily. In 
2004, 100,000 persons visited their web- 
site and pledged to do a good deed on Sep- 
tember 11. In 2007, the number of pledges 
grew to more than 250,000. 

One interesting feature of the group’s 
website allows visitors to search for a 
charity, according to their own interests. 
“A lot of people don’t know what to do 
on 9/11,” said Paine. “This hits people in 
their heart and their soul. It connects with 
something that’s fundamental.” 


Oklahoma Boy 
to the Rescue 


His neighbors had not seen 79-year-old 
Herman Kyselka of Paradise Valley, Okla- 
homa, for several days, so on the evening 
of September 26, 12-year-old Austin Hogg 
decided to check on his older friend, whom 
he affectionately calls “Grandpa K.” 

Austin had known Kyselka for most of 
his young life. “I mow his yard and I help 
him with pretty much almost anything. 
He’s just like a grandfather to me,” Austin 
told KSWO News (Lawton, Okla.-Wichita 
Falls, Texas). He generally sees the older 
gentleman every day. So when neither he 
nor any other neighbors had seen Kyselka 
from Monday morning until Wednesday 
night, Austin knew that something was 
wrong. 

His search led Austin to Kyselka’s barn, 
where he found the man lying face down 
with his foot stuck in a rototiller. He did 
not respond to the boy’s attempt to help 
him. 

“He was sitting there [and] had his foot 
caught up into his tiller, but it didn’t look 
bad. He would not talk, he just barely 
moved. I said, ‘stay here, I’m going to get 
my mom,’” Austin told reporters. Aus- 
tin’s mother called Paradise Valley Fire- 
fighters as well as family friend Stepha- 
nie McCracken, who is a nurse. Nurse 
McCracken said that Kyselka was badly 
dehydrated and could have died if Austin 
hadn’t found him: “Most people can’t live 
without water for three days. I definitely 
say he’s very lucky.” 

— WARREN Mass 
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Misled Into Laboring for Anarchy 


The Haymarket Affair is a classic example of how well-organized agitators cleverly 


by Michael E. Telzrow 


n a rain-soaked night on May 4, 
O 1886, a crowd of about 1,000 la- 

borers gathered near Haymarket 
Square in Chicago, to rail against the action 
of police at the McCormick labor strike a 
few days earlier. Among them were anar- 
chists and socialists, who struck a chord 
with laborers by calling for an eight-hour 
work day and better working conditions, 
but whose agenda included the elimina- 
tion of capitalist society through violent 
means. Unfortunately, the subversive ele- 
ments were in control. 

City authorities, fearing another Mc- 
Cormick incident which resulted in the 
death of one striker, decided not to inter- 
fere in the meeting. But as a precaution- 
ary measure, they assembled a large police 
force in the vicinity near the Desplaines 
police station. Of the 176 men under the 
command of Chicago Police Inspector 
John Bonfield, 50 were ordered to insert 
themselves among the crowds to watch for 
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signs of trouble. The site was well chosen 
by the anarchists, who intended a confron- 
tation. It was dimly lit and the alleyways 
offered an escape route should things turn 
badly for the agitators. 

And a confrontation was exactly what 
occurred. The police, receiving reports that 
the crowd was being incited to violence, 
decided to move in. Inspector Bonfield and 
Captain William Ward led the way at the 
front of the first of four divisions, arrayed 
like columns of infantry ready for battle. 
Upon seeing the blue-clad officers mov- 
ing toward the crowd, British-born social- 
ist Samuel Fielden cried: “Here come the 
bloodhounds. You do your duty and Pll 
do mine!” Captain Ward commanded the 
crowd to disperse and walked within three 
feet of Fielden, shouting: “I command you, 
in the name of the people of the State, to im- 
mediately and peaceably disperse.” Fielden 
responded by jumping off the wagon, and 
declaring, “We are peaceable.” 

Just then, an unknown assailant in the 
crowd launched a bomb into the ranks of 


Hoping to avoid another McCormick 

Strike incident, Chicago policemen moved 
cautiously to disperse an increasingly agitated 
crowd from the area near Haymarket Square. 


the second division of policemen. The 
homemade device sailed through air, 
its fuse glowing like a lit cigar. The fol- 
lowing explosion was heard for miles 
around. Instantly, a volley of small arms 
was fired into the ranks of the police- 
men from the periphery of the mob. The 
results of the explosion were terrifying. 
The entire column of the second division 
lay on the ground. Elements of the third 
and fourth divisions were injured too. In- 
spector Bonfield quickly rallied the troops 
and ordered them to fire upon the assail- 
ants. The protestors fled in all directions. 
Fielden fired his revolver into the ranks 
of the police and then disappeared from 
the scene. When it was over, the casualty 
list included one police officer dead and 
over 70 wounded. The bomb thrower was 
never identified. 
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The Labor/Socialist Nexus 
America in the late 19th century was a 
country undergoing profound change on 
the labor front. The number of immigrants 
streaming into the United States brought 
foreign-born numbers to unprecedented 
levels. Most of them were laborers. At the 
same time, labor advocates and organiza- 
tions began asserting their influence on a 
much greater scale than ever before. The 
old trade-union models which traced their 
origins to the early republic still existed, 
but new groups began emerging to meet 
the upsurge in the numbers of working men 
and women of all trades — both unskilled 
and skilled. All of these developments, 
the upsurge in immigration and the rise of 
labor unions, coalesced to produce one of 
the most volatile periods in U.S. history. 
As early as the 1840s, trade unions were 
clamoring for the eight-hour day. By the 
1880s, they were still fighting for a re- 
duced work day but had added demands 
for higher pay and better working con- 
ditions to their wish lists. They differed 
from their mid-19th-century trade union 
counterparts by adopting new methods 
of labor solidarity. And for a brief time 
groups like the Noble and Holy Order of 
the Knights of Labor succeeded in uniting 
disparate groups under the leadership of 
men like Uriah S. Stephens, and later Ter- 
ence V. Powderly. By 1873, the Knights 
had formed their first district assembly 
in Philadelphia. The — continued 
to grow even as trade 
unions collapsed fol- 
lowing the economic 
panic of 1873. At 
their first General As- 
sembly they formed a 
national organization 
and began pushing for 
reforms that included 
the eight-hour day 
and the elimination of 
convict labor. 


Launched from the 
shadows, a homemade 
bomb shattered the 
ranks of Chicago 
policemen as they 
moved in to disperse the 
crowd of demonstrators. 
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Unlike the trade unionists, 
the Knights welcomed all 
wage earners, skilled and un- 
skilled, to their ranks regard- 
less of profession, excepting 
lawyers, doctors, bankers, and 
liquor salesman. They reached 
their developmental apex after 
Powderly succeeded Stephens 
in 1879. Powderly, a former 
mayor of Scranton, Pennsyl- 
vania, preferred the boycott 
to the strike, but the Knights 
owed their greatest victories to the latter. 
In 1884, they struck successfully against 
wage cuts in Union Pacific railroad shops, 
and in 1885 they managed a stunning vic- 
tory over railroad magnate Jay Gould. As 
a result the ranks of the Knights swelled 
to more than 700,000 by 1886. For the 
Knights it was a short-lived victory. 
Gould, stung by his defeat in 1885, outma- 
neuvered the Knights during a rail strike 
when he called in the Pinkertons to ensure 
that the trains kept running. The Knights 
called off the strike but the real damage to 
their reputation would occur at Haymarket 
Square a year later. 


Assembling the Troops 

The Haymarket Affair had its origins in 
labor’s ongoing quest for the eight-hour 
day. The Federation of Organized Trades 
and Labor Unions of the United States and 
Canada took the lead and set May 1, 1886 
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An unknown assailant in the crowd 
launched a bomb into the ranks of the 
second division of policemen. The 
results of the explosion were terrifying. 
The entire column of the second division 
lay on the ground. Elements of the third 
and fourth divisions were injured too. 


as the deadline for the eight-hour day, 
calling for general strikes from all trades. 
Prone to indecision, Powderly did not sup- 
port the call for strikes, but some of his 
assemblies joined with the Federation of 
Organized Trades and Labor Unions in a 
show of solidarity. In Chicago, the largely 
German-speaking Socialistic Labor Party 
gained increasing influence in the labor 
movement along with a small group of 
committed anarchists. A sense of growing 
solidarity helped the various groups to co- 
alesce around the eight-hour day issue and 
Chicago became the center for the national 
movement. It was a virtual powder keg in 
Chicago, and no one quite knew what to 
expect on the eve of May 1, 1886. 

On May 1, 1886, the Knights, trade 
unions, and socialists — approximately 
80,000 Chicago workers — struck for the 
eight-hour day. The local bilingual so- 
cialist/anarchist organ Arbeiter-Zeitung 


August Spies, Samuel Fielden, Louis 
Lingg, Albert Parsons, Michael Schwab, 
George Engel, Adolph Fischer, and Oscar 
Neebe were indicted for the murder of 
police officer Mathias Degan. They were 
found guilty of murder. All of them, save 
Oscar Neebe, were sentenced to death. 


urged the workers on with a mix of mili- 
tant headlines and inflammatory rhetoric. 
Bravely Forward! Cowards, to the rear! 
Men, to the front! read the headlines on 
May 1. The paper’s editor, August Spies, a 
German-born member of the International 
Working People’s Association, led the 
strikers up Michigan Avenue. 

The march was peaceful but on May 3, 
the uneasy peace was shattered when Mc- 
Cormick Reaper Works strikers fought re- 
placement workers. Attempting to restore 
order, Chicago police clashed with the strik- 
ing employees, killing one of them in the 
process. For Spies, a witness to the event, it 
was an act that cried out for vengeance. 


Revenge! 
Spies, like many of his anarchist and so- 
cialist brethren, believed in the 
doctrine of Propaganda of the 
Deed. It was an idea based on 
the belief that a decisive violent 
act is capable of rousing indi- 
viduals to action. Its foremost 
proponent was Johann Most, a 
German anarchist who moved 
to Chicago in 1882. Most cham- 
pioned the use of dynamite in 
the commission of terrorist acts. 
The German demagogue felt 
that dynamite was the perfect 
weapon to support the Propa- 
ganda of the Deed doctrine. Dy- 
namite had only recently been 
developed by Alfred Nobel, 
a Swedish inventor looking 
for an alternative to the use of 
unstable nitroglycerine in con- 
struction projects. Its capability 
to cause extensive damaged lev- 
eled the playing field between 
civilians and armed policemen. 
This appealed to Most, who 
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realized that individuals now 
possessed a weapon that was 
perfectly suited to advance the 
socialist agenda. He went so 
far as to publish instructions 
for building dynamite bombs, 
while Spies’s Arbeiter-Zeitung 
published a number of tracts 
containing specific direction 
about the use of dynamite as 
a tool of terror. The editors 
of another Chicago social- 
ist newspaper, The Alarm, 
unabashedly opined that “one dynamite 
bomb properly placed, will destroy a regi- 
ment of soldiers a weapon easily made and 
carried with perfect safety in the pockets of 
ones’ clothing.” Louis Lingg, who would 
eventually be convicted of conspiracy 
after the Haymarket riot, stated, “If they 
use cannons against us, we shall use dy- 
namite against them.” Lingg was an expert 
bomb-maker and would later use his skills 
to kill himself on the eve of his scheduled 
execution. 

In the days following the McCormick 
riot, Spies published increasingly inflam- 
matory editorials calculated to agitate 
the mobs. On May 3, he penned his fa- 
mous “Revenge” circular with headlines 
that screamed “Revenge! Workingmen to 
Arms!” The text in English read: “If you 


are men, if you are the sons of your grand 
sires, who have shed their blood to free 
you, then you will rise in your might Her- 
cules, and destroy the hideous monster that 
seeks to destroy you. To arms, we call you 
to arms!” The German-language version 
was much stronger in its militancy, urging 
“annihilation to the beasts in human form 
who call themselves rulers!” On May 4, he 
continued to stoke the fires of discontent. 
Raising the specter of class warfare, he 
wrote, “Blood has flown. It happened as it 
had to. The militia have not been drilling 
in vain. It is historical that private prop- 
erty had its origin in violence. The war of 
classes has come. To arms! To Arms!” 

The stage was now set. Imbued with the 
doctrine of violence, the socialists and an- 
archists mobilized under the red and black 
flags determined to effect social revolution 
change through illegal force. 

For his part, Powderly saw the dangers 
of socialist and anarchist infiltration in the 
Knights. In the spring of 1886, he issued a 
circular that attempted to quell some of the 
more radical elements in the eight-hour 
workday movement. For all his alleged 
faults, Powderly knew that the socialist 
and anarchist elements that infected the 
labor movement were really about the de- 
construction of society and the abolition of 
capitalism. In his circular he wrote: 


Unable to bring the bomb thrower to justice, the court contented itself with convicting the alleged 
architects of the event. 
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Men who own capital are not 
our enemies. If that theory held 
good, the workman of today 
would be the enemy of his fel- 
low-toiler on the morrow, for, 
after all, it is how to acquire 
capital and how to use it prop- 
erly that we are endeavoring to 
learn. No! the man of capital 
is not necessarily the enemy 
of the laborer; on the contrary, 
they must be brought closer 
together. I am aware that some 
extremists will say I am advo- 
cating a weak plan and will say 
that bloodshed and destruction 
of property alone will solve the 
problem. If a man speaks such 
sentiments in an assembly read 
for him the charge with the 
Master Workman repeat to the 
newly initiated who join our 
“army of peace.” If he repeats 
such nonsense put him out. 


Unfortunately for Powderly, 
many of his Knights ignored his 
instruction. 


Haymarket 
There was nothing left but to mo- 
bilize the forces of destruction 
for action. Anarchist and socialist leaders 
scheduled a public meeting for the evening 
of May 4 at Haymarket Square. In prepa- 
ration for the event they met to discuss a 
plan of action at a place known as Greif’s 
Hall. Representatives of the various armed 
sections gathered there on the afternoon 
of May 3. Spies’ inflammatory “Revenge” 
circular was distributed, and under the 
guidance of Gottfried Waller, later a wit- 
ness for the state, the 70 or so socialists 
and anarchists in attendance devised a 
plan to incite a riot at Haymarket Square 
while simultaneously bombing Chicago 
police stations. The ambitious plan was 
adopted and the next morning the call for 
the mass meeting was printed and distrib- 
uted throughout the city. Captain Michael 
J. Schaack, investigator and state’s wit- 
ness at the Haymarket trial, later wrote, 
“The carnival of riot and destruction ... 
only awaited the proper signal from the 
committee.” 

Among the speakers at Haymarket 
Square was August Spies, who used the 
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Defiant to the end, Louis Lingg took his own life by detonating a 
small homemade bomb in his mouth while awaiting execution. 


opportunity to rail against the McCormick 
incident and to exhort “workingmen” to 
arm themselves. Also in attendance was 
democratic Mayor Carter Harrison who, 
after hearing a few restrained speeches, 
determined that there was no need to hold 
the police force in reserve. He departed in 
the middle of a speech given by Samuel 
Fielden, whose remarks grew bolder and 
more inflammatory shortly after Harri- 
son left the scene. Fielden exhorted the 
crowd to have nothing to do with the law 
except to “Throttle it! Kill it! Stab it!” 
Fielden’s revolutionary rhetoric began to 
incite the crowd. Several officers in the 
crowd began to send situational reports to 
Inspector Bonfield of the Chicago Police 
Department. Still, Bonfield initially re- 
sisted sending in the force to disperse the 
crowds. He later reported that he wanted to 
be “clearly within the law, and wishing to 
leave no room for doubt as to the propriety 
of our actions, I did not act on the first 
reports, but sent the officers back to make 
further observations.” Shortly after 10 


o’clock, a number of officers sent 
back reports that the crowd was 
becoming increasingly agitated. 
It was at that point that Bonfield 
ordered elements of the reserve to 
move to disperse the crowd. Mo- 
ments later, an unknown assailant 
would launch the revolutionary 
missile that would kill one police 
officer and unmask the socialist 
conspiracy. 


Conspiracy Trial 

It was easy for the authorities to 
round up those morally respon- 
sible for the incident because the 
inflammatory actions of Spies, 
Fielden, and a host of others were 
evident from the outset. But who 
bore the criminal responsibil- 
ity? Captain Schaack launched 
a massive investigation. Detec- 
tives started with the offices of 
the Arbeiter-Zeitung — the heart 
and soul of the anarchist/socialist 
movement in Chicago. There they 
uncovered the infamous manu- 
script of the “Revenge” circular 
and a trove of other incriminating 
documents that suggested a con- 
spiracy, including testimony that 
dynamite had been stored in the 
offices of the Arbeiter-Zeitung. 

Ultimately, eight anarchist leaders of 
the conspiratorial clique, including Louis 
Lingg, August Spies, and Samuel Fiel- 
den, were arrested and sentenced to death 
despite the lack of any evidence directly 
linking them to the bomb thrower. Lingg 
admitted to building dynamite bombs 
and attending the conspiracy meeting at 
Greif’s Hall, but he denied throwing the 
bomb. In the end, Spies, Fielden, Lingg, 
Albert Parsons, Michael Schwab, George 
Engel, Adolph Fischer, and Oscar Neebe 
were indicted for the murder of police of- 
ficer Mathias Degan. Though the court 
could not connect any of them directly to 
the bomb thrower, they were found guilty 
of murder on the basis of their conspira- 
torial activities and public exhortations to 
violence. All of them, save Oscar Neebe, 
were sentenced to death. 

Lingg decided not to wait for the hang- 
man’s noose and took his life in jail by 
detonating a small bomb in his mouth! 
The sentences of Fielden and Schwab were 
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HISTORY--: 


commuted to life in prison, and 
the others were hanged. Fis- 
cher’s last words before he died 
were, “Hurray for Anarchy! This 
is the happiest moment of my 
life.’ Albert Parsons declared, 
“Let the voice of the people be 
heard.” The bodies of the dead 
men were laid to rest at Wald- 
heim Cemetery. Six years later, 
the Haymarket Martyrs Monu- 
ment was erected in memory 
of the dead anarchists. In 1887, 
Governor John P. Altgeld of Illi- 
nois pardoned Fielden, Schwab, 
and Neebe. 


Anatomy of a Riot 

The stage-managed, anti-capi- 
talist riot of Haymarket Square 
followed a favored pattern of 
communists, anarchists, and 
other revolutionaries since the 
dawn of mass communication. 
Author Eugene H. Methvin de- 
tailed the process in a ground- 
breaking work entitled The 
Riot Makers: The Technology 
of Social Demolition. The first 
step is the development of an organization. 
Lenin once said, “Give me an organiza- 
tion of professional revolutionaries, and I 
will turn Russia upside down.” In the late 
19th century, there was no shortage of or- 
ganizations in America dedicated to the 
restructuring of American society. Some, 
like the Knights of Labor, were dedicated 
to effecting change on a level that would 
preserve the basic structure of American 
life; others, like the anarchists and so- 
cialists, sought a complete reshaping of 
society. It was from these organizations 
that the socialist seed was planted on this 
continent, and they could not have done 
it without a well-oiled organizational ma- 
chine in place. 

The second stage according to Methvin 
is based upon preconditioning the masses. 
It is essential that the masses be convinced 
that the current system is corrupt or defi- 
cient and in need of change. They must 
adopt a code of generalized beliefs. Meth- 
vin writes that “precondition functions as 
the process by which the radical subcul- 
ture of political violence maintains itself, 
attracts new members and acts disruptively 
upon the dominant culture in pursuit of its 
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“Hurray for anarchy! This is the happiest moment of my life,” 
declared Adolph Fischer moments before his execution. 


... world vision.” For the late 19th-century 
radicals it was the belief that capitalism 
was inherently corrupt. 

Third, a specific issue must be chosen 
for agitation. The struggle for the eight- 
hour day and other labor issues served as 
the perfect vehicle to agitate the masses. 
In Methvin’s model, sloganeering like that 
employed by the leaders of the anarchists 
and editors of their organs in Chicago func- 
tioned as the “precise tools for engineering, 
molding and directing opinion.” Cries of 
injustice and revenge induced many gar- 
den-variety labor-rights activists to walk 
side by side with socialists and anarchists 
in 1886 Chicago. Once the precondition- 
ing and advance work has been done, the 
conspirators stage a rally and employ the 
on-the-scene techniques that achieve the 
desired objective. In the case of the Hay- 
market conspirators, the objective was to 
provoke the police to use force in order to 
produce a violent revolutionary response 
from labor groups, and to signal the be- 
ginning of such an event to their followers 
among the anarchists and socialists. 

It also had the benefit of likely produc- 
ing a pantheon of martyrs from which the 


socialists could benefit. Martyr- 
dom has the power to turn public 
opinion and destroy opposition 
to radicalism. The manufacture 
of martyrs is also an effective 
recruitment tool. The capital 
punishment of the Rosenbergs 
in 1953 was used as an occasion 
by the communists to condemn 
American justice. According to 
Methvin, Lee Harvey Oswald’s 
introduction to Marxism came 
through a leaflet protesting the 
execution of the two nuclear 
spies. Today, Muslim extrem- 
ists use similar techniques to 
attract recruits to their hideous 
death cult. 

Lenin studied his radical pre- 
decessors and borrowed much 
from their techniques. Today 
the legacy of “social demoli- 
tion” that characterized the sea- 
son of upheaval in Chicago is 
carried on faithfully by radical 
protesters the world over and al- 
ways orchestrated from above. 

The Haymarket Affair is 
a mere footnote in the his- 
tory of the United States. On the surface 
it is merely one of several labor-versus- 
establishment riots characteristic of the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries that 
followed a familiar pattern — workers 
strike for better wages, hours, etc., only to 
be crushed by state militia or local police 
forces. But there is a greater historical les- 
son to be learned. The mass-manipulation 
techniques employed by the instigators 
of the Chicago riot prefigured Lenin and 
the rise of communism by some 31 years. 
Lenin may have perfected the techniques 
of social disruption and mass manipula- 
tion, but the “Reds” and anarchists of 1886 
Chicago were already on to it. 

When the Haymarket Affair is taught in 
American schools today, it is usually pre- 
sented as a heroic struggle for the eight- 
hour workday juxtaposed against police 
brutality and soulless capitalism. In reality 
it is no such thing. Rather, it is a classic 
example of how well-organized nihilis- 
tic agitators cleverly manipulated many 
well-intentioned laborers into committing 
acts of social demolition, while gaining 
sympathy for the socialist and anarchist 
movements. 
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Neighborhood Watchdog 


Robert Bragg, a 24-year-old military po- 
liceman who lives in Dayton, Ohio, was 
at his house at about 1:30 p.m. on August 
21 when he heard gunshots. Just moments 
before he had seen two suspicious-looking 
individuals walk down the street, and after 
the gunshots, he “got a bad feeling,” re- 
ported the Buckeye Firearms Association. 

He got his gun, and he told his mother to 
call 911. Then he saw the same two suspi- 
cious-looking men returning up the street, 
except now they were wearing ski masks 
and carrying guns. “When the two moved 
into range, Bragg identified himself as a 
military policeman and told both to stop, 
to drop their weapons and hit the ground. 
‘They were stunned,” Bragg told the fire- 
arms association. One of the two men sur- 
rendered immediately and claimed to have 
been forced to aid in the crime the men 
had just committed. The other man made 
as if to raise his gun and shoot, but with 
Bragg’s gun pointing at him, he thought 
better of it and fled instead. Police later 
captured him. 

It turns out that the two men had robbed 
a store and killed the store’s owner and an 
employee. 


Deliberate Deception 


Two criminals teamed up to lure unsus- 
pecting homeowners to open their doors 
to make robbing them easier. One crimi- 
nal would knock on a door, and the other 
would hide nearby with a gun. However, 
when the two criminals, 18-year-old Rob- 
ert Willis and 25-year-old Jesse Graham, 
tried this ruse in Moss Bluff, Louisiana, on 
September 5 at about | a.m., it didn’t work 
out well for them. 

The ruse began working as planned — 
one criminal knocked at a house, and the 
homeowner answered the door — but it 
went wrong when, as the second criminal 
stepped around the corner of the house 
with a shotgun, the homeowner pointed 
his own gun at the men, sending them 
fleeing. 

That began a bad night of victim non- 
cooperation. After the two fled in a stolen 
car, they decided to steal some motorcy- 
cles. In the process, they were confronted 
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by a neighbor. They forced this neighbor 
to knock on the door of the house they 
were at so that they could get the keys for 
the motorcycles they wanted. But the man 
they held at gunpoint fled, and the home- 
owner refused to open his door. 

In a huff, Willis and Graham shot 
through the home’s front door and left in 
the stolen car. Deputies saw them leaving 
the scene and pursued. “After getting rid 
of the weapon, the men ditched the car 
and fled on foot,” reported kplctv.com. 
“Detectives brought in the dog, eventually 
catching up with Graham, while Willis 
was caught a short time later at his grand- 
parents’ home.” 

At the time of this incident, both men had 
long criminal records and Willis was out on 
bond for robbing a woman at knifepoint. 
By shooting into a home, both men earned 
charges of attempted first-degree murder, 
along with a slew of other charges. 


Peeved Pastor 


On September 4, Judith Willis woke up at 
11:30 p.m. She thought she heard someone 
in her Greenville, South Carolina, home. 
She woke up her husband, retired 70-year- 
old pastor William Willis. William investi- 
gated the noise and noticed that a bedroom 
door was closed that shouldn’t have been, 
and so he retrieved a pistol and announced 
loudly that he had a gun and wanted the in- 
truder to show himself, or he would shoot. 
After several repetitions of this demand, 
an intruder stepped into view. 

Pastor Willis told the man to put his 
hands over his head and lie on the ground. 
The man did raise his hands, but then said, 
“Don’t shoot me,” and began moving to- 
ward the pastor, reported Townhall.com. 
As the intruder approached the pastor, the 
intruder lowered one hand. When the in- 
truder got near the pastor, the man whipped 
out a knife and slashed the pastor deeply. 
The pastor began shooting as the intruder 
knocked him down, slashed at him again, 
and hit him in the head. 

After the pastor fired several shots, 
the intruder fled. Though the pastor was 
hemorrhaging blood, he followed the in- 
truder and found him on the floor in an- 
other room. Fearing that he would soon 
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faint from blood loss and that the criminal 
would then get back up and finish the job, 
the pastor shot the intruder one last time. 

The pastor and his daughter had just 
taken a concealed-carry class and obtained 
pistols in June. 

The deceased intruder was identified as 
Emzie Lee Smith. “His last known address 
was at the Greenville County Detention 
Center,’ according to wyff4.com. 


Victim No Longer 


Marion Discount Pharmacy in Marion, Ar- 
kansas, was being targeted by robbers. As 
of May 20, it had been robbed three times, 
with one of the robberies taking place just 
two weeks earlier. On May 21, Jeremy 
Johnson tried to increase the pharmacy’s 
robbery count to four. 

About 3 p.m., Johnson entered the phar- 
macy armed with a gun, “then told a phar- 
macist behind the counter to get down on 
the ground, and ordered another to get him 
drugs,” reported WREG TV News Chan- 
nel 3 (Memphis). Pharmacist Susan Burns 
“pulled a gun from behind the counter and 
fired,’ seriously wounding the robber. 

Apparently, Burns had come to believe 
in the necessity of fighting back when, 
during a previous robbery, the robber had 
held a gun against her head. As for John- 
son, he was apprehended by police and 
received medical care. At the time of the 
incident, “Johnson already had a warrant 
out for his arrest stemming from another 
robbery in Tennessee.” 


Cruising for Crime 


Twenty-two-year-old Fernando Sedano, a 
member of the “White Fence” gang, one 
of the “traditional, multi-generational La- 
tino gangs” according to the Los Angeles 
Times, was cruising with his girlfriend, 
another gang member, and a passenger, 
robbing illegal immigrants on September 
30 at 3 a.m. After robbing one person, they 
targeted a second one. The second victim 
pulled out a gun and shot Sedano in the 
chest. Sedano was pronounced dead at a 


local hospital. 
The shooter has not been identified. 
— Kurt WILLIAMSEN 
41 


Al Gore Takes the Prize 


Item: The Washington Post for October 
13 reported: “Former vice president Al 
Gore, who wrapped up a remarkable year 
of honors yesterday by sharing the 2007 
Nobel Peace Prize with a U.N. scientific 
panel, said he will use the award to height- 
en awareness of ‘a true planetary emer- 
gency’ from global warming and press the 
world’s nations to combat its threats. For 
Gore, the award was a measure of vindi- 
cation for his passionate commitment to 
the issue of climate change in the face of 
occasional ridicule and pointed political 
criticism dating back two decades.” 
ITEM: On October 12, CNN.com reported: 
“Sharing the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize helps 
underscore the urgency of the climate cri- 
sis, Said former Vice President Al Gore on 
Friday.... [Gore said he would organize] a 
massive grass-roots movement and a mass 
advertising campaign focused on ‘trying 
to change the way people think.’” 

Item: Al Gore is “helping awaken the 
world to global warming,” according to 
ABC’s Good Morning America for Octo- 
ber 12, and “educating the world.” Speak- 


Former Vice President Al Gore is shown in 
Palo Alto, California, after speaking about 
receiving the Nobel Peace Prize. He donated 
his share of the $1.5 million prize to the Palo 
Alto-based Alliance for Climate Protection. 
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ing of Gore, reporter Kate Snow gushed: 
“It’s been a pretty good year for him. He 
got an Oscar for his film, An Inconvenient 
Truth. He won an Emmy for his television 
channel and now, some might say, the big- 
gest prize of all: the Nobel Peace Prize.” 
CORRECTION: It’s a shame that the late 
Palestinian thug Yasser Arafat didn’t have 
Al Gore’s media savvy — otherwise he too 
might have won an Oscar, an Emmy, and 
the Nobel Peace Prize. Instead Arafat had 
to settle for only the Nobel. The same goes 
for Soviet dictator Mikhail Gorbachev and 
North Vietnamese communist negotiator Le 
Duc Tho. The latter at least turned down the 
award, presumably because he never had 
peaceful intentions in mind, as evidenced 
by Hanoi’s takeover of South Vietnam. 
Still, not everybody was gushing adora- 
tion over Al Gore’s spurious evangelizing 
on behalf of global warming. Ross Clark, 
commenting contemporaneously in the 
London Times, points out that there have 
been a few people who less deserve a Nobel 
than Mr. Gore. The former vice president’s 
film, notes Clark sarcastically, is not quite 
“as riddled with questionable statements as 
the autobiography of Rigoberta Menchi, 
the Guatemalan activist and 1992 peace 
laureate, which has since been exposed as 
a work of fiction. But for an independent 
assessment of the former U.S. Vice Presi- 
dent’s contribution to world peace and 


understanding, I am inclined to favour Mr. 
Justice Burton over the Nobel committee.” 
Clark continues: 


In the High Court on Wednesday, 
the judge ruled that schools must not 
show An Inconvenient Truth without 
using material to balance Mr. Gore’s 
“one-sided views” on the issue. The 
film is political rather than scientific, 
he added, because it contains nine 
statements that are either untrue or 
are unsubstantiated. [For example, 
it] mistakenly attributes the drying- 
up of Lake Chad to global warming 
and falsely claims that polar bears 
have drowned because they can’t find 
enough ice. 

Most brazen of all, Gore claims that 
sea levels could rise by 20 ft “in the 
near future” — vividly illustrated in 
the film with a simulation of Manhat- 
tan disappearing beneath the waves. 
In fact, the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC), yes- 
terday named as co-recipient of the 
peace prize with Mr. Gore, believes 
that sea levels will rise by less than 
18 inches over the next 100 years, 
and that it would take several millen- 
nia for sea levels to rise by 20 ft. 


The British High Court, saying the movie 
is “alarmist and exaggerated,” ruled that it 
could only be shown in the British schools 
if it were accompanied by a fact sheet that 
pointed out the errors. 

Yet, to listen to the television networks 
in the United States, one would think that 
Gore’s pronouncements about global- 
warming theories are sacred writ. Indeed, 
a study by the Washington-based Media 
Research Center this spring disclosed that 
“the ABC, CBS and NBC morning shows 
have been tilted almost completely in 
favor of promoting Gore’s ‘climate crisis’ 
position, with 97% of all global-warming 
stories excluding contrary viewpoints.” 

Nevertheless, there are plenty of experts 
who don’t buy into the party line being 
pushed by Gore and other alarmists, whose 
presumed solutions would bankrupt West- 
ern economies. As it happens, many of the 
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warming-mongers actually know that they 
are stretching the facts beyond recognition. 
Daniel Botkin, a scientist sympathetic to 
their cause who is president of the Cen- 
ter for the Study of the Environment, has 
pointed out this tactic that is employed by 
his less-honest colleagues — a tactic that 
should be called lying. 

Writes Botkin in the Wall Street Jour- 
nal for October 17: “Some colleagues who 
share some of my doubts argue that the 
only way to get our society to change is 
to frighten people with the possibility of a 
catastrophe, and that therefore it is all right 
and even necessary for scientists to exag- 
gerate. They tell me that my belief in open 
and honest assessment is naive. ‘Wolves 
deceive their prey, don’t they?’ one said 
to me recently. Therefore, biologically, he 
said, we are justified in exaggerating to get 
society to change.” 

Patrick Michaels, on leave as a research 
professor of environmental sciences at the 
University of Virginia, observes that most 
of the scare stories are simply not realistic. 
Writing in the Atlanta Journal-Constitu- 
tion for August 21, Michaels says rightly: 


Nor would legislation in any state or 
Washington, D.C., have any standing 
in Beijing. Although the final figures 
aren’t in yet, it’s beginning to look 
like China has just passed the United 
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States as the world’s largest emitter 
of carbon dioxide. Like the United 
States, China has oodles of coal, and 
the Chinese are putting in at least one 
new coal-fired power plant a month. 
(Some reports have it at an astonish- 
ing one per week.) And just as it does 
in the United States, when coal burns 
in China, it turns largely to carbon 
dioxide and water. 

What we do in the United States 
is having less and less of an effect on 
the concentration of carbon dioxide 
in the world’s atmosphere. We cer- 
tainly adapted to 0.8 C temperature 
change quite well in the 20th century, 
as life expectancy doubled and some 
crop yields quintupled. And who 
knows what new and miraculously 
efficient power sources will develop 
in the next hundred years. The sto- 
ries about the ocean rising 20 feet as 
massive amounts of ice slide off of 
Greenland by 2100 are also fiction. 
For the entire half century from 1915 
through 1965, Greenland was signifi- 
cantly warmer than it has been for the 
last decade. There was no disaster. 


Scare stories, on the other hand, win priz- 

es. Even Nobel Peace Prizes. 
Environmental expert Bjorn Lomborg 

won’t get such an award from the unfor- 


giving left. When Lomborg didn’t buy 
the global-warming line wholesale, his 
valuable book was ignored or panned. 
The Danish professor and author, keep in 
mind, is a proponent of big government, 
but he doesn’t believe that the mandates 
espoused to “fix” global warming are 
sound. He has the temerity to introduce 
cost-analysis into this issue. This has in- 
furiated the doomsayers, who want to 
frighten the masses into submission. In an 
op-ed in the Washington Post, the profes- 
sor wrote: 


Environmental groups say that the 
only way to deal with the effects of 
global warming is to make drastic 
cuts in carbon emissions — a proj- 
ect that will cost the world trillions 
(the Kyoto Protocol alone would cost 
$180 billion annually). The research 
I’ve done over the last decade, begin- 
ning with my first book, The Skepti- 
cal Environmentalist, has convinced 
me that this approach is unsound; 
it means spending an awful lot to 
achieve very little.... 

Even if the policymakers’ earlier 
promises had been met, they would 
have done virtually no good, but 
would have cost us a small fortune. 
The climate models show that Kyoto 
would have postponed the effects of 
global warming by seven days by the 
end of the century. Even if the United 
States and Australia had signed on 
and everyone stuck to Kyoto for this 
entire century, we would postpone 
the effects of global warming by only 
five years. 


Indeed, the hype and awards showered 
on Al Gore are much ado about nothing 
— leading one to question how Nobel 
awardees are chosen. Perhaps this fact will 
give you a clue. When the Nobel Peace 
Prize was awarded to Jimmy Carter in 
2002, the Nobel chairman called the award 
a “kick in the leg” for George W. Bush. The 
high-mindedness among our cocksure bet- 
ters is breath-taking: they certainly will not 
be afflicted with illusions of humility. 
— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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BY DENNIS BEHREANDT 


Our New Mercenary Army 


hen you think of 
the U.S. Army or 
the U.S. Navy, or 


when you think of the Ma- 
rines or the Air Force, you 
think of young Americans 
in uniform. You also think of 
American officers from elite 
military academies, prepared 
to be leaders in the vital task 
of defending America. 

You do not think of the 
Hessians. 

The Hessians were Ger- 
man mercenaries who served 
with the British army. Many 
of them fought against Americans in the War for Independence. 
One of the gripes the American colonies had with the British, in 
fact, was that they were transporting to American shores “large 
Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, 
desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of 
Cruelty & Perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous 
ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.” 

That last is from the Declaration of Independence. 

The Founding Fathers knew of which they spoke, as they had 
direct experience during the war in fighting against a mercenary 
army. After his famous crossing of the Delaware, George Wash- 
ington himself led his troops in a surprise assault on the Hessian 
garrison at Trenton, New Jersey. Captain Alexander Hamilton 
commanded an artillery unit during the battle. Also present was 
future president James Monroe, who was seriously wounded and 
nearly bled to death. 

It is bitterly ironic, therefore, that it is now the United States 
that is transporting “large armies of foreign mercenaries” into 
battles overseas. Moreover, the U.S. military is even using for- 
eign soldiers here in the United States. Of course, you won’t 
hear about this from the mainstream media here in America. 
The German magazine Der Spiegel, however, is not so timid. 
According to that publication: 


Since Sept. 11, 2001, the United States has granted US 
citizenship to 32,500 foreign soldiers. In July 2002, US 
President George W. Bush issued an executive order to ex- 
pand existing legislation to offer a fast track to citizenship 
to foreigners who agree to fight for the US Armed Forces. 
About 8,000 non-Americans have joined the US military 
every year since then. 


Moreover, according to Der Spiegel, these foreigners are more 
patriotic than run-of-the-mill, regular old Americans: “Immi- 
grants want to prove to American society that they are especially 
patriotic,” Bill Galvin of the Center on Conscience and War told 


Soldiers at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, walk across the 
airfield for deployment to the Persian Gulf. 


the German news magazine. 

Patriotic they may be, but 
to what vision of America do 
they pledge their allegiance? 
The Founding Fathers envi- 
sioned and designed a non- 
interventionist republic with 
a limited government of, by, 
and for the citizens them- 
selves. Matters of national 
defense would be handled 
by the citizens in the form 
of state militias and, increas- 
ingly as time went by, with 
federal troops composed of 
American citizens. And it was 
important that they be composed of citizens, for the soldiers 
were engaged in protecting their own homes and neighborhoods. 
No force composed of foreign nationals could be trusted to per- 
form this service. 

Now, instead, we are offering citizenship to foreigners as a 
reward for joining our military expeditions. Foreign mercenary 
troops of this sort, for mercenary is what they are by definition, 
are perfect for foreign military adventures and empire building. 
In times when citizens want no part of military service because 
such service no longer seems to have a strong, direct relationship 
to actual national defense, citizens vote with their feet and avoid 
military service. A government bent on empire building over- 
seas, then, must rely on foreign mercenaries to fill the ranks. 

And that is exactly what we find in the Der Spiegel report: 
“Without its foreign soldiers, the United States would have 
trouble coming up with enough troops to meet the demand in 
Iraq,” says the report before continuing: “The foreigners already 
represent 5 percent of all recruits. They even make up the major- 
ity of soldiers from some New York and Los Angeles neighbor- 
hoods. Four years and 3,800 US deaths after the beginning of the 
Iraq campaign, fewer and fewer American citizens are willing to 
fight in a war opposed by a majority of the US population.” 

It goes without saying that Americans who oppose the war in 
Iraq on constitutional principle are not unpatriotic. In fact, they 
understand the true meaning of patriotism. The Constitution, the 
law of the land, requires a declaration of war before the onset 
of hostilities with another nation. Prior to the war, we were not 
attacked by Iraq. Prior to the war, a congressional declaration of 
war was neither sought nor given. By pressing on with invasion 
and regime change in Iraq anyway, the administration subverted 
the Constitution, a quintessentially unpatriotic act. 

The fact that the United States is now using large numbers of 
modern Hessians to fight wars abroad and administer the military 
at home is one more sign that the nation has lost its way. A mer- 
cenary army is the hallmark of an empire, not of a republic. It is 
high time we abandon the former and return to the latter. Hi 
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- George Washington (1796) 
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